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“Know ye not, that so many of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized
into his death? Therefore, we are buried
with him by baptism into death: that like as
Christ was raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life. For if we have been
planted together in the likeness of his death,
we shall be also in the likeness of his
Resurrection” — Romans 6:3-5.
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CHAPTER |

1S WATER BAPTISM obligatory upon the believer or is it a
' matter of personal conviction and individual choice?
Some have excluded believer’s baptism altogether from their
teaching and practice, dismissing it as a non-essential in
New Testament Christianity. Others, while conceding that
Baptism is most certainly taught in the Bible, treat it as a
take-it-or-leave-it issue and view the decision to be baptized
as being optional.

At the outset we would ask the reader to abandon all
human conjecture and theologically entrenched positions
and to consider prayerfully the question of water baptism
in the light of clear Spiritual teaching.

A REPEAL OF THE GREAT COMMISSION
To justify the ‘‘of-no-importance” attitude to Baptism
our Lord’'s Great Commission to the Church would have
to be repealed.
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“Go ye therefore and teach all
nations, baptizing them In the
name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
Teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever 1 have
commanded you: and, lo, | am
with you alway, even unto the
end of the world, Amen.”
Matthew 28:19-20

“And He sald unto them, Go
ye into all the world, and
preach the Gospel to every
creature.
He that believeth and is bap-
tized shall be saved; but he
that belleveth not shall be
damned.”

Mark 16:15-16
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However viewed, these texts put beyond dispute the fact
of our Lord's intention, that wherever His Gospel was
preached it should be accompanied by the teaching and
practice of believer's baptism. Indeed, one could rightly
assert that if Baptism is neither taught nor practised then
our Lord's message has not been fully delivered nor His
Commission totally fulfilled.
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If Baptism was an essential part of the apostolic mes-
sage during the New Testament era we must then ask our-
selves, why not now?

No one should lightly dismiss the command of Christ
that Baptism be preached to all nations throughout the
whole world.

APOSTOLIC PRACTICE OUR EXAMPLE

Can we honestly ignore the vital place accorded to
Baptism in New Testament evangelism? By common consent
the first fulfillment of our Lord’s Great Commission occurred
on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2). “What shall we do?”’ was
the anxious question from hearts convicted by Peter’s stir-
ring message. And note well his straightforward reply:
“Then Peter sald unto them, Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, and we shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (v.38).

When convicted men today ask the same question, can
we — dare we — give an answer different to Peter's?

Read carefully the record of the revival in Samaria
(Acts 8) and observe the results that accompanied Philip’s
preaching of the Gospel message: “But when they believed
Philip preaching the things concerning the Kingdom of God,
and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men
and women” (v.12).

Is it likely that the converts of the revival in Samaria
would have submitted to Baptism if Philip had not strongly
proclaimed it in his Gospel message? Every herald of the
Gospel would do well to ponder the point and ask the
question: “Does my preaching, like Philip’s, ensure that
every convert submits to Bible baptism?”’

CONSIDER THE ETHIOPIAN

The account of this man’'s dramatic conversion is a
well-known and greatly-loved story. But how many have
noticed that the actual account (Acts 8:26-39) does not
disclose the words used by the evangelist in preaching Jesus
to the eunuch. So we are forced to ask, why should the
Ethiopian suddenly cry out, “See, here is water, what doth
hinder me to be baptized?” Surely the explanation is obvious.
Philip must have preached unto him the significance and
obligatory nature of Baptism subsequent to a person’s pro-
fessed faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. As far as Philip was
concerned the only obstacle to Baptism for the eunuch was
unbelief, hence his answer, “If thou believest with afl thine
heart, thou mayest”.
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PAUL’S FULL GOSPEL EXPERIENCE

The great apostle’s conversion is recorded for us in
Acts 9. The trembling and astonished penitent cries out,
“Lord what wilt Thou have me to do?” Immediately the
answer came: “Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be
told thee what thou must do” (v.6). And Ananias, Paul's
counsellor, instructed the new convert that “doing” included
Baptism: “And now why tarriest thou? Arise, and be bap-
tized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the
Lord” (Acts 22:16). Bear in mind that according to Acts
9:17-18 Paul had already repented and been filled with the
Holy Ghost. His submission to Baptism in the name of the
Lord completed his full Gospe! experience.

THE CONVERSION OF CORNELIUS

One aspect of this remarkable story, recorded in Acts
10, is very relevant to this present study. In Vv.5-6 the angel
commanded the centurion to, “send men to Joppa and call
for Peter . . . he shall tell thee what thou oughiest to do”.
Now look at v.33 where Cornelius announces his readiness
to hear and obey the whole counse! of God for his life:
“Now therefore we are all here present before God, to hear
all things that are commanded thee of God”. God acknow-
ledged the humility of these people met in the house of
Cornelius and as their repentant hearts reached out to God
the Holy Ghost fell on the Gentile converts as on the Day
of Pentecost, “For they heard them speak with tongues and
magnify God” (v.46). Peter's reaction was quick and de-
cisive: “Can any man forbid water, that these should not be
baptized? . . . And he commanded them to be baptized in
the name of the Lord”.

Can any forbid water? On the contrary, it is our duty
to our Lord and our hearers to teach Baptism the Bible way

to all those that believe that Jesus Christ is God’'s Son and
their Saviour.

_ It ig worth noting that when Peter was forced to defend
his decision to baptize the Gentiles into Christ and receive
them into the Christian community he asked his Jewish

g)?j%(_:)tors, “What was [, that | could withstand God?” (Acts

Nothing could be more fitting than that everyone who
reads these pages should ask himself or herself: “Who am
I, that | shouid withstand God’s plan In Baptism?”
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SALVATION COMES TO LYDIA

In Acts 16 we share some of the exciting events of
Paul’s missionary journey. In Vv.14-15 there is recalled the
salvation of a certain woman named Lydia. “She attended
unto the things spoken by Paul”. How or when did she
attend to them? According to verse 15 it was when she
and her household were baptized.

Surely the truth is inescapable; the only explanation
for Lydia's knowlegde of Baptism is that the great mis-
sionary apostle declared and taught Baptism as an essen-
tial for all who exercised faith in Jesus Christ for salvation.

THE PHILIPPIAN JAILOR

The remarkable circumstances that led to the salvation
of the Philippian jailor and his household are recorded in
Acts 16:14-35. But we must not miss the relevance of this
unique conversion to the subject of Baptism.

An examination of the details will reveal the importance
attached to Baptism in Paul's Gospel message. Wrongfully
arrested, severely beaten, illegally imprisoned, yet despite
his personal sufferings, a serious earthquake and an incon-
venient hour, the apostle was not going to be deterred from
baptizing his new converts. “He was baptized, he and all
his straightway” (v.33).

THE WAY OF GOD MORE PERFECTLY

Two incidents in Acts 18 deserve our attention: The first
is Paul’s visit to Corinth where “He testified to the Jews that
Jesus was the Christ” (v.5). Observe the response re-
ported in v.8: “And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue
believed on the Lord with all his house; and many of the
Corinthians hearing, believed, and were baptized’.

“fpany hearing”,
“Believed”,
“Were baptized”.

We now move on in the chapter to briefly look at the
commendable attitude of Apollos. “And a certain Jew named
Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in
the Scriptures, came to Ephesus. This man was instructed
In the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he
spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing
only the Baptlsm of John. And he began to speak boldly
in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard,
they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way
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of God more perfectly. And when he was disposed to pass
into Achala, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to
receive him: who when he was come, helped them much
which had believed through grace” (v.24-28).

How refreshing that a minister of such zeal, eloquence
and ability was willing to concede that his knowledge was
imperfect. He knew only the Baptism of John. What an
example he has left us in demonstrating his willingness to
listen to others “who expounded unto him the way of the
Lord more perfectly”.

No less a person than our blessed Lord recognised the
difficulties involved in stirring people to reconsider their
cherished positions and to change their attitudes to certain
things: “No man straighiway desireth the new for he saith
the old is better” (lL.uke 5:39).

Our prayer is that you, dear reader, after comparing
Scripture with Scripture, will be led into a fuller and more
meaningful understanding of Christian Baptism and resolve
to actoniit.

12 MEN BAPTIZED TWICE

This event is recorded in Acts 19:1-7. “Unto what then
were ye baptized?” was the question put by Paul to certain
disciples; and their only reply was, “Unto John’s Baptism”.
The apostle detected a deficiency in their spiritual exper-
ience and proceeded to explain to them that John’s Baptism
was unto repentance. Remember that in John's era the
blood of atonement had not yet been shed on Calvary and
there was therefore no assurance of remission of sins
(Heb. 10:1-4; Heb. 9:22-28).

John's Baptism was forward-looking. “There cometh one
after me,” saith the Baptist. And his successor, the Christ,
was to be “The Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of
the world”.

In this respect Paul’'s baptism was backward-looking to
the One who had completed Redemption’s work. And “when
they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus”.

Perhaps, dear reader, you may have been resting in an
unscriptural position or mode of baptism such as infant
sprinkling. We pray that the Holy Spirit will use the message
of this book to expound unto you the way of the Lord more
perfectly.

IS BAPTISM REALLY NECESSARY?

The Scriptures already considered in this chapter, |
believe, lead us to the following conclusions:-
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1. — Baptism Is essential to a full and complete New Testa-
ment Gospel experience.

Surely, surely, every sincere believer in the Lord Jesus
Christ will want an experience that conforms to and equates
with that of the followers of Jesus in Bible days. In the light
of the Scriptures considered, it must be evident that no one
can claim parity of experience with the early Christians until
he or she has been baptized in accordance with the com-
mands of the Saviour.

2. — To the Primitive Church Baptism was the frontler of
visible Christianity.

Baptism was and still is the ideal way for a person to
express his open and public confession of the Lord Jesus
Christ. “For as many of you as have been baptized inio Christ
have put on Christ” (Gal. 3:27). Baptism is indicative of the
converts severance with the past and its sinful associations,
and likewise it denotes the believer's love and loyalty to
his new Master.

What the River Jordan meant to Joshua and the
Israelites, Baptism is to the Christian. On one side of the
water experience there is the wilderness of sin and carnal
pursuits; on the other side the Caanan of divine love and
Christian fellowship. Which side are you on?

The response to Baptism in the Early Church indicated
a person’s desire to become intimately associated with their
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, His kingdom and His people.
Can the doctrine of Baptism be less important to us today
than it was to New Testament converis? Are we to conclude
that Bible doctrines and experiences are now obsolete
simply because ours is an age of spiritual deterioration?
Most certainly not!

Believer's Baptism is still meaningful and relevant and
a \:jera/ ngcessary step in our confession of Jesus as Saviour
and Lord.

3. — Baptism s the hallmark of discipleship.

The Revised Standard Version of Matthew 28:19 reads:
“And Jesus sald . . . make disciples of all natlons, baptizing
them . ..” And John 4:1 pointedly states: “Jesus made and
bapti_zed more disciples than John”. You must have observed
}hakt lg these texts discipleship and Baptism are inseparably
inked.

Your Baptism is the visible sign of your allegiance to
Jesus Chng,t. It is the earnest of your intention to obey His
lrevealed will and to submit yourself entirely to His rule and
aws.
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Let anyone wavering on this questlon of Baptism clearly
understand that this ordinance is no mere human innova-
tion dreamed up by a committee of first century apostles;
Baptism was designed by our Lord and Saviour. He does
not commend Baptism as a matter of personai choice. He
commands it!

We do well to ask ourselves: “are His commandmenis
grevious?” (1 John 5:3). Our Lord asks the question: “Why
call ye Me Lord, Lord, and do not the things that | say?”
May God give all of us Judgement Day honesty of heart on
this vital issue.

HOW DEEP IS YOUR LOVE?

Jesus said: “lf ye love Me keep My commandments”.
in the light of this demand, Baptism assumes indefinable
proportions. It becomes the testing fire of our professed love,
for whatever we try to offer Him in place of Baptism still
leaves His command unfulfilled.

in closing this chapter | ask you to remember that it is
the One who loved us enough to die for our sins on a cross
who instituted the ordinance of Baptism. To ignore or dis-
obey is to slight His love and disregard His clearly revealed
Will for your life.

Will your professed love for Him continue to have a
question mark beside it? Is this what you really want?
Surely not!

Arise then, and be baptized, thereby demonstrating to
your Redeemer and all who know you that you unashamedly
and unreservedly love the Lord Jesus Christ.

. IN ALL THY WAYS ACHNOWLEDGE HIM, AND*
& HIE SHALL DIRECT THY BXTHS. e /0K 506
Prirvams 4
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CHAPTER Il

The SIGNIFIGANGE
OF BAPTISM TODAY

WHAT RELEVANCE, if any, has the iwo thousand years
old religious rite of Baptism to modern man? For some
the answer is, little or none at all. They view Bible Baptism
as a relic of the past, an unimportant, non-essential aspect
of the original Christian message.

We have heard the thought suggested that it is better
by far to proclaim and live by the teachings of Jesus Christ
than to get preoccupied with unnecessary trimmings such
as water baptism. But surely a moment’s reflection will con-
vince the reader that this attitude overlooks the glaringly
obvious, namely, that Christian Baptism was ordained by
Christ and enjoined by Him on all who would become His
disciples (Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:16). This being the case,
Baptism must be seen as a very important aspect of His
Message and those who ignore it cannot be said to be faith-
fully following Him or obeying His teachings.

THE LEAST COMMANDMENT

Even though one may consider the call to Baptism to
be the least and most insignificant of all Christ's commands
there is no warrant for them to disregard or ignore it. Read
carefully the message delivered by the Founder of our faith:
“Whosoever, therefore shall break one of these least com-
mandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the
jeast in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and
teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom
of heaven” (Matt. 5:19).

The only possible response to the command to be bap-
tized that we can expect from those who profess to love
their Lord, and who pride themselves in their unquestioning
obedience to Him, is that they will willingly and joyfully be
baptized even though they consider it the least of His com-
mandments.
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CHRIST'S REDEMPTIVE WORK PORTRAYED

Believer's baptism, correctly understood and Scriptur-
ally administered, assumes vast and meaningful proportions,
especially when one considers it to be the embodiment of
the Gospel.

This ordinance when faithfully observed by the Church
perpetually proclaims the Gospel of Christ, and every believer
who submits to it gives testimony to the saving work of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Bear in mind that in the New Testament
Epistles of Paul the Redemptive work of Christ for sinners
is seen to be past, present and future. With this in mind one
can discern that in the Pauline baptismal teaching three
great concepts meet and mingle. They show clearly the
believer's association with Christ the Saviour in acts of
Identification, regeneration and glorification.

BAPTISM LOOKS BACKWARD

Baptism relates to the past and profoundly pictures the
accomplishments of Christ for sinners, the great historical
facts upon which the Gospel rests:

“Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the Gospel
which | preached unto you, which also ye have received,
and wherein ye stand; by which also ye are saved, If ye
keep in memory what | preached unio you, unless ye have
believed in vain. For | delivered unto you first of alf that
which 1 also received, how that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures; and that He was buried, and
that He rose again on the third day according to the Scrip-
tures” (1 Cor. 15:1-4).

Here the inspired apostle unveils the solid rock of re-
demption ground. Our personal salvation securely stands
on three well-attested, incontrovertible facts of history: that
Jesus of Nazareth died at Calvary, was buried in the garden
tomb, and on the third day rose bodily from the dead to live
forever in the power of an endless life.

IDENTIFICATION

No one can read Romans 6 with any degree of under-
standing and not realise that the ceremony of Baptism by
immersion depicts the three great Gospel acts and facts
listed by Paul in 1 Cor. 15:1-4.

However, the baptismal candidate is not only affirming
his faith in the central acts of Redemption, he is also identi-
fying himself with these acts in a meaningful and Scriptural
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way. The act of his immersion in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ signifies death, burial and resurrection with the
Saviour.

DEATH WITH CHRIST

“Know ye not that so many of us as were baptized Into
Jesus Christ were baptized into His death” (Rom. 6:3):
“Knowlng this, that our old man is cruclified with Him, that
the body of sin might be destroyed” (Rom. 6:6).

It is clear that the human sin problem can only ade-
quately be dealt with at the Cross of Christ. We must meet
God in His Son. The sin question can only be settled for
us in our identifying with Christ's atoning death.

BURIAL WITH CHRIST

“Therefore we are burled with Him by Baptism into
death” (Rom. 6:4).

Baptism is said by Paul to be a BURIAL, hence the
necessity for complete immersion, for no other mode of
Baptism other than by total immersion can adequately
symbolise a death and a burial.

“For If we have been planted together in the likeness
of His death” (Rom. 6:5). You will recall that our Lord
likened His own death to a planting: “Except a corn of wheat
fall into the ground and die it abideth alone, but if it dle, it
bringeth forth much fruit” (John 12:24). As seed is buried
in the soil so we are planted together with Him in His death.
Now hear Paul’s triumphant conclusion: “We shall be also
In the likeness of His resurrection” (Rom. 6:5).

RESURRECTION WITH CHRIST

« . that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by
the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in
newness of life” (Rom. 6:4).

Resurrection is only made possible by death and burial.
Therefore, without identifying with the death and burial of
Jesus Christ it is impossible to partake of newness of life.
The power of the old life must go before the new can come.
This new life is wholly and exclusively in the Lord Jesus
Christ: “And this is the record, that God hath given to us
eternal life, and this life is in His Son” (1 John 5:11).

Resurrection likeness only follows planting in the like-
ness of His death. Baptism teaches us that if we do not die
with Him we cannot live with Him.
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BAPTISM LOOKS FORWARD

The Scriptural ordinance of Baptism is prospective as
well as retrospective. It is indicative of things yet to come.
it portends the ultimate of God’s redemptive purposes when
in the appointed time myriads of the redeemed shall appear
with their Lord in glory, having been resurrected, changed
and conformed to the image of His Son: “For if we have been
planted together In the likeness of His death, we shail be
also in the likeness of His resurrection” (Rom. 6:5); “Now
If we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live
with Him” (Rom. 6:8).

It is worth noting the manner in which Paul sets the
future glory of the saints of God in a baptismal context:
“Buried with Him in Baptism, wherein aiso ye are risen with
Him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath
raised Him from the dead” (Col. 2:12); “If ye then be risen
with Christ, seek those things which are above. For ye are
dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Chrlst,
who [s our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with
Him in glory” (Col. 3:1-4).

GLORIFICATION

Let it be clearly understood that when the believer sub-
mits to Baptism he not only declares his faith in what Christ
has done, but also expresses his sure and certain hope of
future glory: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ which according to His abundant mercy hath
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Peter 1:3).

Christ's resurrection represents the harvest firstfruits;
our resurrection represents the harvest fulness: “Christ the
firstfruits, afterward they that are Christ's at His coming”
{1 Cor. 15:23).

The Christian in his Baptism asserts that he has a
glorious destiny. His future is not beclouded by the fear and
dread of the grave because he knows that death is but for
a season. His Lord could not be “holden of it"; nor can the
peliever armed with the divine guarantee, “Because 1 live ye
shall live also”, and “faithful is He that promised”.

THE TWO IMAGES

In passing through the waters of Baptism, the believer,
in a figure, portrays his own future when his mortal body
shall be interred in mother earth to await the call to resur-
rection glory. The going down into ‘the water represents
the death of the old Adamic nature; the rising out of the
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water signifies the rising of the new man in the likeness
of the Lord Jesus Christ: “For we know that If our earthiy
house of this tabernacle were dissoived, we have a building
of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heaven”
(2 Cor. 5:1); “. . . also we look for the Saviour, the Lord
Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be
fashioned like unto His glorious body (Philippians 3:20-21).

The ultimate experience for the Christian is glorification,
to be made in the image of his Lord. Let us rejoice in the
fact Paul so adamantly states: “As we have borne the image
of the earthly (Adam) we shall also bear the image of the
heavenly (Jesus Christ)” (1 Cor. 15:49).

THE KEY TO ROMANS 6

To fully understand and correctly interpret Paul's dis-
course on Baptism in Romans chapter 6 we must not miss
the reason that provoked the apostle to write it. it was
penned to counteract the antinomian response to Paul’s
teaching of Justification by Faith, set out in the previous
chapter. “Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?”
If salvation is by faith and wholly of grace without works,
and if as it seems, the worse the sin the more abundant the
grace, then ought not Christians to sin all the more fre-
quently and recklessly so that divine grace will be all the
more evident and operative? The apostle’s immediate and
decisive answer to such dangerous teaching is, God forbid!
The verses that follow give a reasoned reply and indicate
that anyone adopting such an attitude to sin has not pro-
perly understood God’s grace and redemptive plan.

THE BELIEVER’S ATTITUDE TO SIN

The writer holds the view that the Christian will see
more clearly the attitude he is required by God to adopt
toward sin if he can comprehend what Christ has wrought
in the past and what He will accomplish in the future. Whilst
it is true that Christ died for our sins and for this reason
forgives our sins, removing the penalty, we should remember
that this is not the end of the plan. God’s overall programme
of Redemption is of greater dimension and grander design.
it is not His only purpose to forgive sin but to free men from
sin and its terrible bondage and to make them righteous:
“For he that is dead is freed from sin” (Rom. 6:7): “Sin
shall not have dominion over you” (Rom. 6:14).

God's intention is to ultimately deliver us from our vile,
sin-oriented nature and weak mortal bodies and to clothe
us with new bodies made in the image of His glorified Son:
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“For this corruptible must put on Incorruption, and this mortal
must put on immortality” (1 Cor. 15:53).

If it can be grasped that God's redemptive acts from
first to last are to finally rid us of all sin and to reproduce
in us the righteousness of Christ then our present attitudes
to sin will be clearly defined and understood.

SHALL WE CONTINUE IN SIN?

Never! To deliberately do so would be to bring us into
conflict with the chief purpose of divine grace, for although
we are still present in our mortal bodies, theoretically and
potentially we died with Christ and are risen with Him. At
Calvary our old nature died with Christ. At the coming re-
surrection the new nature will emerge in its fulness and we
shall be gloriously manifested as the sons of God.

Knowing God’s plan we are expected now to live up to
the ideal that God has set for us. Our lives must be patterned
on the new righteous man and not on the old sinful man.

THE WORK HAS STARTED

In several places in the New Testament Paul sees the
regenerating work of the Holy Spirit as having already begun
in our experience. in Ephesians 1:14 he describes it as “the
earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the pur-
chased possession”. And when we turn to Hebrews 6:4-5
“partakers of the Holy Ghost” are said “to have tasted of
the powers of the world to come”. Then in Romans 8.23
Paul writes, “ourselves also, which have received the first-
fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves,
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our
bodies”. This work of grace now operating within us will
finally culminate in our glorification: “Belng confident of this
very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you
will perform (finish or perfect) it until the day of Jesus
Christ” (Philippians 1:6).

BAPTISM, A PICTURE OF REGENERATION

To continue in sin that grace may abound would only
serve to make our Baptism a meaningless ritual, for above
?}l else Baptism is the symbol of an altered, regenerated
ife.

Can you think of a more effective way of illustrating
“new birth” than Baptism: “Know ye not, that so many of us
as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His
death? Therefore, we are burled with Him by Baptism into
death that llke as Christ was raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness
of life”. The allusion here to immersion is unmistakable and
undeniable. Surely both the spectator and participant in the

28

A R LTS Sk ¢ X i iRe, HETRAN
e, Xusdtry, BERERAEN. " (Mt =)

FEEREW BN BUB: LOF HIAE 20t SR s —b)
IR, GEHATEATEE 0 S B2 B IRERE T A8 1 AR AR AT IR
BIRERIUIESEN g

RIBEHSEEERS 2

ST AT | Do R, R S I 1
W%, BAERATILEDEAE L IEM L fheh, o] B |- HefrIC!
SRR ST, EIRCAENIIL - 5E . BRI H T
PR A LSS S B, TR0k SR B i L L 1

BEARIIE 70 T, S o TR g A AL
VR, SR 71 5 20 0 T B M7 SO 7 A0
A IAIE A TSR J AR

. THRESH ta

TERTE9 22 L 5, R 8% R fA N TIE B4R
TR AT IR, LT 4— 8 P, MBIEEXER
LR "BITREYMRER, BESIMEREE o Ak
BRI E LM FRERAEN” AL RIS St 46E
BN o BESEDE R/ E Y, 0y 0 Bk, 5t
REMNXBAIRVERTH, LZBCCENR, HEREIL
FHIES, DRENOSEFEE " X )b rr oy
BICIL, AR AR BRI B RIS IR0 B
BMYELR, R 2XT, BERIMGREEIB Fo" (P )

sl — BB

IR BEALEE LR S s TR SAE, 7B £k
FFUL IR 57 SRPZSIE A B PEALAE I —FR TR S 3K
g I T, AR AL T B
FABIIXRHEAASBMHEOA, REFAAMED | 5
DIFAHE R SEIAATE, ib—FIERE; ERUHEIT— %5
BFEHRER, REBEELQOFEE, NEEEE—#. (P
29




baptismal ceremony cannot fail to be impressed by its
eloquent symbolism. The old man with his carnal and sinful
disposition dead and buried and the candidate rising out of
a watery grave to walk in newness of life. “Therefore, if any
man be In Christ, he Is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold all things are become new” (2 Cor.
5:17).

THE BLESSING OF BAPTISM

What a blessed and significant experience Baptism is
for the believer. The thrill of death and life union with Christ
the Saviour. The joy of daily communion with Him in new-
ness of life. And for the future the sure and certain hope of
resurrection in the likeness of the Lord.

BEWARE OF MISPLACED EMPHASIS

SOME MEN SPEND ALL THER TIME PREACHING FROM A
1§ SINGLE PAGE—
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CHAPTER 1l

The Relation of
BAPTISM 10
FAITH and
SALVATION m

WE ARE NOW about to consider what is possibly the most

controversial aspect of Baptism. There is a great
diversity of opinion on what relationship, if any, Baptism
holds to faith and salvation.

It is not within the context of the present study to
examine the conflicting theories with a view to refuting or
endorsing them from Scripture. Our intention is to state as
simply and as clearly as possible what we believe the Bible
teaches on this important matter, asking only that the
readers prayerfully study the relative passages.

JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD IS SAVIOUR

The writer can recall a discussion at which two
brethren debated the issue under consideration. One
argued that faith alone was essential to salvation with
Baptism an unnecessary and optional after experience. The
other fervently contended that Baptism was the essential
act through which salvation was ‘'secured. The writer would
have welcomed the opportunity .to have told them that
neither faith nor Baptism saved, but the Lord Jesus Christ.

Is there any inherent merit in faith to secure salvation?
Is there any magical power in the baptismal waters to
ensure forgiving grace? The answer to both questions is nol
The merit is in Christ as also is the power: “Neither is there
salvation In any other: for there is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved”
(Acts 4:12).

The Lord Jesus alone is the Saviour. Bear in mind that
this is not an attempt to despise or minimise faith and
Baptism. Nor would we seek to dispense with them. It is
an honest endeavour to see faith and Baptism for what they
really are: together with other Scriptural ordinances and
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experiences they are the things accompanying salvation;
the means of grace whereby the grace of God in salvation
is appropriated by us.

JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH

Some people fear that if we accept ‘means of grace’
other than faith to be necessary to salvation then we auto-
matically place in jeopardy the doctrine of Justification by
Faith. Let it be put on record that we view Justification by
Faith as one of the most precious doctrines of Holy Scrip-
ture. We believe and rejoice in it with all our hearts. Our
understanding of the doctrine leads to the conclusion that
no church, creed or church representative can add any-
thing to the complete, perfect, once-for-all sacrifice of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

However, surely no reasonable person with a know-
ledge of God's Word will conclude that because justification
is by faith in Christ’s finished work, that nothing needs to
be done to proclaim and apply — to accept and appropriate
that atoning work in the world of sinners. And, can those
who engage in such proclamation and appropriation be
accused of adding to the work of the Redeemer or advocat-
ing salvation by works? Such hasty and ill-founded accusa-
tions would make nonsense or every missionary endeavour
and evangelistic outreach.

FAITH AND BAPTISM ARE INSEPARABLES

The entrenched and conflicting views on this subject,
we believe, arise from a failure to consider ALL the relevant
Scriptures on Baptism and faith. The Psalmist wrote: “The
entrance of Thy words giveth light: it giveth understanding
unto the simple” (Psalm 119:130). Therefore, we must be
guided by what the Bible teaches. Put another way: We have
no right to teach or ask for more than the Bible demands,
nor ought we to settle for anything less in our preaching
and experience.

If we look at the Great Commission given by our Lord
to His Church we cannot fail to see how clearly He linked
faith and Baptism. “He that believeth and is baptized shall
be saved . ..” (Mark 16:16). But it is noteworthy that Jesus
added the words: “ . . . but he that believeth not shall be
damned”. This emphasises the futility of baptizing unbeliev-
ing people. Baptism is for believers; where there is no faith
Baptism is worthiess.

APOSTOLIC PRACTICE

Having observed the way our Lord linked faith to
Baptism we do well to recall His warning on another
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occasion: “What therefore God hath joined together, let not
man put asunder” (Mark 10:9).

Consider the respect given to our Lord’s command by
the apostles. A study of the Book of Acts will reveal how they
acknowledged and taught the inseparable nature of faith
and Baptism. A few examples will suffice.

Acts 2:41 — “Then they that gladly received the word
(faith) were baptized”.

Acts 8:12 — “But when they believed (faith) Philip
preaching the things concerning the Kingdom of God, and
the name of Jesus, they were baptized, both men and
women”.

Acts 8:36-38 — “And the eunuch said, here is water;
what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, if
thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he
answered and said, | believe that Jesus Christ Is the Son
of God . .. and he baptized him”.

Acts 16:31-33 — Paul and Silas to the jailor: “Believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved . . . and
he was baptized, he and all his straightway”.

Acts 18:8 — “. . . and many of the Corinthians hearing
believed, and were baptized”.

In the light of the foregoing examples can any reader
seriously believe that Baptism was unimportant to the
apostles in New Testament days. On every occasion they
were most careful to adhere to our Lord's instructions and
ensure that Baptism accompanied faith.

APOSTOLIC TEACHING

It is very striking that throughout apostolic teaching in
the New Testament the gifts and blessings of the Gospel
that are connected with faith in certain passages are in
other Scriptures associated with Baptism.

A careful comparison will clearly illustrate what is meant.

REMISSION OF SINS

By Faith By Baptism
“To Him give all the “Then Peter said unto them,
prophets witness, that repent, and be baptized every-
through His name who- one of you in the name of
soever believeth in Him Jesus Christ for the remission
shall receive remission of of sins . ..” (Acts 2:38).

sins” (Acts 10:43).
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WASHING AND CLEANSING

By Faith
“If we confess our sins,
He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness’
(1 John 1:9).

By Baptism
“And now why tarriest thou?
Arise, and be baptized, and
wash away thy sins, calling on
the name of the Lord"”
(Acts 22:16).

JUSTIFICATION

By Faith
“Therefore being justified
by faith, we have peace
with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ”

(Romans 5:1).

RECEIVING

By Faith

“This only would | learn
of you, received ye the
Spirit by the works of the
Law, or by the hearing of
faith?” (Gal. 3:2).

UNION

By Faith

“I am crucified with
Christ: nevertheless | live;
yet not |, but Christ liveth
in me: and the life which
1 now live in the flesh |
live by the faith of the
Son of God, who loved
me, and gave himself for
me” (Gal. 2:20).

By Baptism
“And such were some of you:
but ye are washed, but ye are
sanctified, but ye are justified
in the name of the Lord Jesus,
and by the Spirit of our God”
(1 Cor. 6:11).

THE HOLY SPIRIT

By Baptism
“ .. and be baptized every
one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remis-
sion of sins, and ye shall

receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost” (Acts 2:38).

WITH CHRIST
By Baptism

“Know ye not, that so many
of us as were baptized into
Jesus Christ were baptized
into his death? Therefore, we
are buried with him by Bap-
tism into death: that like as
Christ was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life”
(Romans 6:3-4).

SONSHIP

By Faith
“But as many as received
him, to them gave he
power to become the
sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name”
(John 1:12).
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By Baptism
“For ye are all the children of
God by faith in Christ Jesus.
For as many of you as have
been baptized into Christ have
put on Christ”
(Gal. 3:26-27).
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SALVATION

By Baptism
By Faith “The like figure whereunto
“For by grace are ye even baptism doth also now
saved through faith; and save us (not the putting away
that not of yourselves: It of the filth of the flesh, but the
is the gift of God” answer of a good conscience
(Eph. 2:8). toward God) by the resurrec-

tion of Jesus Christ”
(1 Peter 3:21).

Who, in the light of the Scriptures just cited, would be
so bold as to exclude either faith or Baptism from God’s
Gospel programme?

BAPTISM AND SALVATION

Is Baptism essential to salvation? The only honest
answer is, that Baptism is as essential to a full Gospel ex-
perience as any other relevant Bible experience and com-
mandment of Jesus Christ.

It must be plain to every honest reader who has
searched the Scriptures with us, that in New Testament
preaching and practice faith always led to Baptism and
Baptism always reflected the faith of the penitent.

You might well ask: “When was | saved? Was it the
moment | repented and exercised faith in Christ, or was it
in the act of Baptism that followed?” In reply let me use
an illustration (from what source | read or heard it | cannot
recall) but it goes like this: “When did Elizabeth Il become
Queen of England? Was it the day her father, King George VI,
died? Or was it at her coronation ceremony at a later date
in Westminster Abbey?”

I am told that the messenger who conveyed her the sad
news of her father's decease concluded his message with
the words, “The King is dead, Long live the Queen!”

However, this did not prevent or excuse Her Majesty
from presenting herself at the coronation ceremony con-
ducted at a later date. In so doing she submitied herself to
the laws of the realm and thereby proved her claim to the
throne to be right and lawful. Now, who dare say she was
not Queen the day her father died? And who, while con-
ceding that she was Queen, would insist that her public
coronation was unnecessary or superfluous? | trust that this
simple illustration will help us to understand faith and
Baptism in relation to the salvation experience.
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FAITH NOT TO BE MINIMISED

| doubt if anyone would question the worth and reality
of saving faith exercised by the repentant sinner in the
Lord Jesus Christ. One recalls the dying thief who with
his last breath sought and found the mercy of God. Think,
too, of our Lord’'s statement in Luke 15:10, “Likewise, | say
unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner that repenteth”.

Having said that faith must not be minimised we hasten
to add, nor must Baptism be lightly esteemed. Who will take
upon himself the responsibility of saying to the believing
penitent, “You have exercised your faith in the Lord Jesus
and there is no need for you to confess that faith in public
Baptism’. Such unwarranted counselling is to totally dis-
regard the clearly stated commandment of the Head of the
Church and to completely ignore the teaching and practice
of His chosen apostles. In the New Testament the convert's
personal faith was followed by public Baptism.

GOD’S PLAN OF FULL SALVATION

As one would expect the plan of God for penitent
sinners was revealed at the outset of the apostolic era. At
Pentecost, when Christ was preached, sinners responded by
asking, “men and brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37).
Peter, fearlessly and fervently declared unto them the plan
of God: “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
recelve the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2.38).

The anointed apostle stated very clearly that all who
believed and repented should be baptized in the Saviour’s
name and receive the promised gift of the Holy Ghost. This
wonderful gift, sometimes called “the Baptism in the Holy
Spirit’”’, was accompanied by the vocal sign of speaking in
tongues (Mark 16:17; Acts 2:4).

THE WISDOM OF GOD

Every reader, we feel, will agree that the Book of Acts
is a divinely inspired, accurate account of the founding and
subsequent history of the Christian Church. The more dis-
cerning readers will go further and see the Acts as God’'s
pattern for the Church in all succeeding generations, in-
cluding our own. It then follows that we today, as believers,
cannot claim a parity of experience with the New Testament
believers until we have attained to the fulness set forth by
Peter on the Day of Pentecost.

Let us observe the wisdom of God at work in the Early
Church as His servants ensure that all who believe have a
full salvation experience.
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THE NEW TESTAMENT NORM
Taking Peter's standard of faith and repentance, fol-
lowed by Baptism and the receiving of the Holy Spirit as the
norm for every believer, let us take note of those examples
where the believers were considered deficient in their ex-
perience and see how every deficiency was made good.

JOHN'S TWELVE DISCIPLES

Paul’s interview with these very sincere men is recorded
in Acts 19:1-6. Upon enquiry from Paul they were found to
be lacking in their experience. It is plainly stated by Dr. Luke
that these men had not been baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus nor had they received the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Note well that Paul in his reaction nowhere questions
the reality of their faith. But the ensuing verses leave us in
no doubt regarding his insistence that they should immedia-
tely be baptized in Jesus’ name and receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost (Vv. 5-6), “When they heard this, they were bap-
tized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid
his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and
they spoke with tongues and prophesied”.

Will you, dear reader, be content to stop at faith and
repentance when the Word of God is showing you the way
to a fuller experience through Baptism and the gift of the

Holy Spirit.
THE SAMARITAN BELIEVERS

Through the faithful preaching of Philip the people of
Samaria knew faith and experienced Baptism in Jesus' name:
“But when they believed Philip preaching the things con-
cerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ,
they were baptized both men and women” (Acts 8:12).

Although the Samaritan believers had exercised faith
and had submitted to Baptism they lacked one thing: the
gift of the Holy Ghost. This situation did not go unchal-
lenged: “Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem
heard that Samaria had received the Word of God, they
sent unto them Peter and John: Who, when they were come
down, prayed for them, that they might recelve the Holy
Ghost: (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus (Acts
8:14-16).

Once again we see the Holy Spirit ensuring that the
original standard of full salvation is maintained.

GENTILES RECEIVE THE GOSPEL
It was a source of amazement to many Jewish Christians
when God granted to the Gentiles also repentance unto life
(Acts 11:18). The truth was that as Cornelius and his house-
hold responded to Peter’s preaching God confirmed the
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reality of their faith and repentance by baptizing them with
the Holy Spirit as Peter was preaching.

Surely, some would reason, it is enough that God had
sealed them with His Spirit and there was no need to submit
such privileged people to Baptism. But Peter was unbending
in his attitude to the Pentecostal standard he had raised at
the beginning: “Then, answered Peter, Can any forbid water,
that these should not be baptized, which have received the
Holy Ghost as well as we? And he commanded them to be
baptized in the name of the Lord” (Acts 10:46-48).

As we end this chapter we ask you, dear reader, not to
settle for anything less than God's full programme. God’s
way is clear: although you may be a Spirit-baptized believer
you must complete your full Gospel experience by being
baptized in Jesus’ name.

HIGHER AUTHORITY

WE OUGHT TO OBEY ©OD RATHER THAN MEN
ACTS 5729

46

BEEHESGERN (T FA) o BRIGEH, HiE
e 15 15 PO E HA B RZ, %*!‘MLJXJQ}JLMI) o, &t
st ME RN ciehy I 55,

FLEEAELR, ?**LMLB»—J‘?%%Eﬂiﬁfi’it{é%‘]’, flfrI#B I
X PR, AL—E iR ver e | T, REMECER
WK AT FRE, BRI B  “FRE™H . X
HEARRTER, SHIT—#, HERIEFHKGMITHERE 2’
M E AR B A R AT e " (FE - U )

AR /kutm- T AT T rsE e L RILL T A9 ]
bRy, ThAy T RS AN - (R e R T R EE, B
SFEABIRIG AR e, (5 REBE RIS EH.

Mz, TRIRMA, =R, #5:29




CHAPTER IV

A
Neglected Aspect
of Baptism

EN THE PREVIOUS CHAPTERS we have placed great

emphasis on the aspect of Baptism that portrays the
union of the believer with his Saviour and Lord. If, however,
we are going to take full cognizance of overall New Testa-
ment teaching on Baptism it is impossible to escape the
fact that there is a corporate aspect to the ordinance.

It is regrettable that while many have faithfully upheid
the truth of the individual's union with Christ, they have
completely ignored the corporate, church aspect of Baptism.
We will endeavour now to show from Holy Scripture that
while the act of Baptism identifies the candidate with the
personal, physical Christ, it goes further; it identifies him
with the mystical Christ, or to use Bible terminology, “the
Church; the family of God; the body of Christ”.

THE RIGHT EMPHASIS

We accept that the personal union and identification
of the individual with his Saviour and Lord is the first and
foremost purpose of Baptism. Indeed, without such an ex-
perience it would be futile to speak of the corporate aspect
of Baptism at all, because without personal salvation the
concept of the Church becomes meaningless.

So let us make our position very clear. It is not the
baptism of unsaved people into the Church in the hope that
afterwards personal salvation will follow; it is believer's
Baptism in a meaningful, personal experience with Christ
and then membership of His Church.

Stated another way: We unreservedly believe that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners (1 Tim. 1:15).
But we are likewise convinced that another purpose of His
coming was to form and build a Church consisting of those
who obeyed His Gospel (Matt. 16:18).

BAPTISM IN RELATION TO THE CHURCH

"For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into
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Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ
Jesus” (Gal. 3:26-28).

This text states two very important truths and connects
them- with Baptism. Firstly, it teaches that the Christian is
a child in God's family. Secondly, that he is a member of
Christ's Body Church. Look again at the relevant phrases:
“Ye are the children of God by faith; for as many of you as
have been baptized have put on Christ; for ye are all one In
Christ Jesus”.

THE FAMILY ASPECT

Your baptism is the public declaration that you have
renounced your old father, the devil, and the company of
the wicked to become part of God's family. From hence-
forth you recognise God as your Father and fellow-believers
as your brethren and sisters in the Lord.

Ephesians 3:14-15 is a most interesting text in this con-
nection: “For this cause | bow my knees unto the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven
and earth is named”. Do we have here a reference to Bap-
tism in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ? Is this a further
indication that in his baptism the believer identifies with
God's family through the name of the Lord Jesus Christ?
This most certainly would agree with the teaching of John:
“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his
name’ (John 1:12).

It must be clear to the thoughtful Bible student that the
detached Christian is an unscripural Christian.

THE BODY OF CHRIST

It is not uncommon to meet believers who declare that
they are not committed to any church. They will tell you
that they do not identify with or belong to any local assembly
of God’s people. What makes their unscriptural position all
the more tragic is when they sometimes boast about and
even glory in their independence. Have we not all heard on
occasions such things as — “l am free to go where |
please; | will not submit to the control of any church or iis
oversight; | move around from place to place feeding where
the pasture is greenest and the honey sweetest”. One would
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think that even a casual reading of 1 Cor. 12 would be
enough to expose the folly of such unscriptural and un-
warranted independency and individualism:

“For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all
the members of that one body, being many, are one body:
so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into
one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be
bond or free, and have been all made to drink into one
Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many. If the foot
shall say, because | am not the hand, | am not of the body,
is it therefore not of the body? And if the ear shall say,
because | am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?
If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing?
If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling? But
now hath God set the members every one of them in the
body, as it hath pleased him. And if they were all one
member, where were the body? But now are they many
members, yet but one body” (1 Cor. 12:12-20).

When Paul’'s words are read and rightly understood
they substantiate the writer's conviction that the isolated
Christian is an incomplete Christian. Reader, the Body of
Christ needs you and you need the Body of Christ.

THE CHURCH, THE BRIDE

The importance of the candidate realizing that his
baptism not only denotes his union with his Lord but also
with the Lord's people is reinforced by another New Testa-
ment text — Eph. 5:25-27: “But, remember, this means that
the husband must give his wife the sort of love that Christ
gave to the Church when He sacrificed Himself for her.
Christ gave Himself to make her holy through Baptism in
His name, to make her in His eyes an altogether glorious
church. She is to be free from spots, wrinkies, or any dis-
figurements — a church holy and perfect” (Philip’s trans-
lation).

How clear, then, that God's purpose does not end with
the salvation of individuals, but includes the formation and
perfection of a church, fitted to be the bride of the Lord
Jesus Christ.

We trust that all who read these pages will see the
wisdom and importance of establishing a Sctiptural
relationship with God’s people in the context of the local
assembly, as the bride-church is prepared and perfected
for her future role in the divine plan of the ages.

THE LOCAL OR UNIVERSAL CHURCH
Some will readily agree with the view just stated, but
will qualify their agreement by saying that while they accept
in Baptism their identifying with the Body of Christ — the
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universal, invisible church — they feel no compulsion to
belong to a local, visible church.

We feel that the truth in this important matter lies in
the recognition that the invisible, universal church manifests
itself in the local, visible church. This principle is unques-
tionably demonstrated in the Scriptures.

OUR LORD SPEAKS ON THE CHURCH

The Gospel writers mention only two occasions on
which our Lord referred to the church as He walked the
earth. It is not without significance that one of these refer-
ences was to the church universal and invisible: “Upon this
rock | will build my church and the gates of hell shail not
prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18).

The other reference specifically mentioned the local,
visible church: “Moreover, if thy brother shall trespass
against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and
him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.
But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two
more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word
may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them,
tell it unto the church, let him be unio thee as a heathen
man and a publican” (Matt. 18:15-17).

It goes without saying that the offended brother is not
being asked by our Lord to assemble the whole universal
church before which to air the grievance. It is obvious that
he was to tell it to the local, visible church to which he
and the offending brother belonged. That our Lord was
referring to the local church is further confirmed by verse 20,
“For where two or three are gathered together in my name,
there am | in the midst of them”.

PAUL’S ECCLESIOLOGY

The great apostle most certainly believed in the exist-
ence of the universal, invisible church as is indicated by
such Scriptures as — Eph. 1:22-23; Eph. 3:14-15; Eph. 4:1-16;
to mention but a few. But Paul also believed and clearly
taught that the universal manifests itself in the local and
the invisible in the visible, local congregation.

Let's glance at a few examples. Where did Paul see the
“Body of Christ” revealing itself as a living organism? In the
local congregation at Corinth: “Now ye (the Corinthian
congregation) are the body of Christ and members in par-
ticular” (1 Cor. 12:27).

How could a believer become a living stone in the
temple of God that is an habitation of God through the
Spirit? By being a member of the local church: “Ye (the
local assembly) are God’s bullding” (1 Cor. 3:9, also
Eph. 2:20-22).
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Where did the inspired apostle look to see the church-
bride prepared and perfected for the return of the Bride-
groom? To the local church of course: “For | am Jjealous
over you: for | have espoused you to one husband, that
may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ” (2 Cor. 11:2).

If a believer is sincerely looking for the Scriptural way
of associating and identifying himself with the invisible,
universal church of the Lord Jesus Christ, then the Bible
gives a clear answer: It is by membership and fellowship
in the local church.

THE CHURCH AT JERUSALEM

The formation of a local church at Jerusalem is another
illustration of this principle at work: “Then they that gladly
received his word were baptized: and the same day there
were added unto them about three thousand souls. And they
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine, and fellow-
ship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers” (Acts
2:41-42).

Observe the order: They gladly received the word. They
were baptized. There were added unto them (the local
church). They continued steadfastly in doctrine, fellowship,
communion and prayers.

The Jerusalem programme set the order for subsequent
apostolic endeavours, for a comparison of the Acts of the
apostles with the New Testament Epistles will reveal that
the apostles established local churches in every place where
they laboured — Phillipi (Acts 16:12); Corinth (Acts 18:1);
Ephesus (Acts 19:1).

THE GREAT COMMISSION FULFILLED

What other way could the requirements of our Lord's
last command be met other than in the establishment of
local congregations on the New Testament pattern? The
Great Commission of Matthew 28:19 (Revised Version) de-
manded of the apostles that they made disciples, baptizing
them, and teaching them to observe all things shown them
by their Lord. Such a clearly stated programme could only
adequately be fulfilled in the formation of local assemblies
of God's people.

It is the writer's conviction that every local church that
seeks conformity to the New Testament pattern will greatly
benefit from a new emphasis in its teaching on the corporate
aspect of Baptism.

The individual reader, too, should realize that a totally
private relationship with Christ is unscriptural and most
unhealthy. “He setteth the solitary in families” (Psalm 68:6),
and, “Now, therefore, ye are no more strangers and
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foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the
household of God” (Eph. 2:19).

Your baptism proclaims your union with God’s people
in your local church. The onus is on you to seek out and
join yourself to a local company of God's people which you
consider to be a true manifestation and visible expression
of the Church which is His Body. In so doing you will fuifill
the will of your Lord as revealed in Holy Scripture. You
will experience the strength of unity known only to those
who belong to a family. The benefits you will reap in your
spiritua! life will be incalculable.

But be warned and advised: Failure to do so will be an
indication that you have not fully understood the Bible
significance of believer's baptism.

1 HAVE NOT
SHUNNED TO
DECLARE UNTO
YOU ALL THE
COUNSEL OF GOD.

ACTS 20:27
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CHAPTER V

“E"HE question we ask is not, “Have you been baptized?”
but, “Have you been baptized the Bible way?”

Several forms of baptism are currently in use through-
out Christendom and needless to say all of them cannot be
right. Paul says “there is one baptism” connected with
Christ, the Christian faith and the church, the body of
Christ: “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are
called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one
baptism” (Eph. 4:4-5).

It is our conviction that for one’s baptism to be valid it
must be administered in accordance with the teaching and
example of the New Testament Church. If it were simply
a matter of being baptized in conformity with local custom,
denominational creeds or personal opinion then the apostle
Paul would never have called for the rebaptism of the
Ephesians (Acts 19:1-6). Although this group had already
experienced John's baptism the apostle ensured that they
obeyed the Lord’s command and conformed to the uniform
practice of the Early Church by baptizing them in the name
of Jesus.
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SINCERITY TESTED

TR We in no way ques-
<4 tion the sincerity of
the person who in
honest  endeavour  to
please the Lord and
obey His will answered
to a form of baptism
that . is “unscriptural.
But we do believe that
such a sincere person
will welcome  the
opportunity to examine
their baptismal exper-
ience with a view to
ascertaining whether
or not they were bap-
tized the Bible way.
We  believe that the
Holy Scriptures speak
’ N very clearly on three
Obedience—the Test of Sincerity aspects of baptism. In
these areas there is
no ambiguity or room for compromise. All three are vitally
essential to Bible Baptism.

1: BIBLE BAPTISM IS FOR BELIEVERS ONLY

“What doth hinder me to be baptized?” the eunuch
asked the evangelist. “If thou believest with all thine heart,
thou mayest” was Philip’s unequivocal reply (Acts 8:36-37).

The reader will begin with our Lord’s command in Mark
16:16 and proceed to study the relevant baptismal Scrip-
tures that follow in the Acts and the Epistles, it will be
clearly seen that Baptism was always accompanied by faith
in the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. (For a detailed study
see Chapters | and Il of this book).

BAPTISMAL REGENERATION

Those who teach the doctrine of baptismal regeneration
believe that in the act of baptism the candidate has saving
grace conferred upon him, even though he might not have
any faith in his heart toward the Lord Jesus. We would
regard such teaching as being a violation of the clear state-
ments of God's Word and reaffirm our own position, that
baptism without faith is worthless. The act of baptism can
only be a meaningful and blessed experience to the one
who trusts with all his heart in the merit of Christ's atoning
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blood and work of Redemption. Paul explains this in
1 Corinthians 15:1-4.

INFANT SPRINKLING

Many of us never cease to give thanks for godly parents
who reared us in the fear of the Lord and who by influence
and example did much to bring us to Christ. The fact that
they submitted their offspring to “infant sprinkling” in no
way changed the divine Gospel programme in which Baptism
follows personal faith. Our Lord's words cannot be lightly
dismissed, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved”. How plain that Baptism is administered to the
person that believes. The fact is that infants are themselves
incapable of exercising this required faith in Jesus Christ.
Just as parents cannot accept Christ for their children so
they cannot take for them the decision to be baptized. Each
hearer of the Gospel must personally decide to accept the
Saviour, and follow it by being baptized upon the confession
of that faith. It is believer’s baptism.

The unscriptural practice of “sprinkling” has done a
great disservice to many who sincerely believe that their
“christening” as infants fulfilled the Scriptural requirements
of Baptism. All such have been deprived of the joyous ex-
perience of believer's baptism. We ask every reader to face
the fact that Bible baptism follows personal faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. :

2. BIBLE BAPTISM IS BY TOTAL IMMERSION

Which mode of baptism is Scriptural — sprinkling or
immersion? We believe that the Bible texts now presented
will settle the issue for the honest enquirer.

Mark 1:4-10 — “John did baptize in the wilderness . . .
and there went out unto him all Judea . . . and were all
baptized of him IN THE RIVER of Jordan . - . and it came
to pass In those days that Jesus came to Nazareth and was
baptized of John IN JORDAN and straitway COMING UP
OUT OF THE WATER He saw the heavens opened . . .”
Such language could hardly be said to be describing a
sprinkling ceremony. This form of baptism was conducted
“in the river” and necessitated a “coming up out of the
water”.

John 3:22-23 — “After these things came Jesus and his
disciples into the land of Judza; and there he tarried with
them, and baptlzed. And John also was baptizing in Anon
near to Salim, because there was much water there: and
they came, and were baptized”.
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3. BIBLE BAPTISM IS IN THE NAME OF THE
LORD JESUS CHRIST

Although the triadic formula “in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” is the most widely
used today, there is available abundant evidence to prove
that this was not the original formula used when administer-
ing Baptism.

“The original form of words were into the name of Jesus
Christ or Lord Jesus. Baptism into the Trinity was a lafer
development”. (Scribners Dictionary of the Bible vol. 1,
page 241).

“The Early Church always baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus unti! the development of the Trinity, afterward
they were baptized in the name of the Father, Son and Holy
Ghost”. (Canney Encyclopaedia, page 53).

“It must be acknowledged that the formula of the three-
fold name, which is here enjoined, does not appear to have
been used by the primitive church, which so far as our
informatlon goes, baptized ‘in’ or ‘into’ the name of Jesus
Christ, or the Lord Jesus, without any reference to the
Father or the Spirit”. (Dictionary of the Bible by James
Hastings; commentary on Matthew 28:19).

“Everywhere in the oldest source it is stated that baptism
takes place in the name of Jesus”. (Encyclopaedia Britan-
nica, 1956 edition, vol. 3, page 82).

“Christian baptism was administered using the words
‘in the name of Jesus’ — the use of a Trinitarian formula of
any sort was not suggested in early church history”.
(Hastings Encyclopaedia of Religion, vol. 2, page 377-378).

WHAT SAITH THE SCRIPTURES?

While fully appreciating the confirmatory voice of history
for baptism “In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ” we
accept that the final proof must rest with Holy Scripture.
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In the next chapter we will present the Scriptural authority
for baptism in Jesus' name. Meantime, we ask the reader
to consider one or two suggestions.

Because the triadic formula uses words from Matt. 28:19
some consider it to be a Scriptural practice and for them
the matter is closed. To all such we would point out the
danger of building any doctrinal position on an isolated
text of Holy Scripture.

| have heard 1 Cor. 14:34 ““Let your women keep silence
in the church . . .” quoted to deny women a place in
Christian service and congregational worship. Also, the
words of Paul in 1 Cor. 14:19 — “Yet in the church | had
rather speak five words with my understanding . . . than
ten thousand words in an unknown tongue” — have been
wrenched from their context and employed to forbid the
use of ‘tongues’ by believers in personal experience or
church order. And many a person has referred to 1 Cor. 117
— “For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the
Gospel” — and wrongly concluded that Paul was altogether
opposed to Baptism.

The point, | feel, has been adequately made, that if we
are to arrive at the real truth about the baptismal formula
then we must consider ALL that THE BIBLE SAYS about
Baptism.

Every reader should know that a command is not ful-
filled by simply repeating it but by OBEYING IT. It is not
our intention to ignore Matt. 28:19, but rather, to show in
the next chapter that the only Bible way to fulfill our Lord’s
command as recorded in Matt. 28:19 is to baptize converts
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

N
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CHAPTER VI

BAPTIZE IN
JESUS” NAME

ET IS SURPRISING to discover that great controversy exists

in Christendom over the use of the peerless name of Jesus
in Baptism. Perhaps the greatest surprise of all is to find
baptism in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ being resisted
in Pentecostal churches where the sacred name is so dearly
loved and highly honoured.

BEWARE OF INCONSISTENCY

When it comes to such things as:- preaching the Gospel;
approaching God in prayer and praise; casting out devils;
healing the sick; and the laying on of hands for spiritual
power, the wonderful name of Jesus is repeatedly invoked.
All share the view that the use of our Lord’s name is neither
a meaningless rite nor a magic formula but that there is
power and authority enshrined in it.

When the name of Jesus is invoked by God's people it
is a recognition of the person Christ is and the offices He
holds; it is a realization that our relationship to God and
all the blessings and honour accruing from it are based upon
the divine offices and Redemptive work of the Lord Jesus.
The invocation of the name is also an acknowledgement
of His omnipotence: “All power (Jesus said) is given unto
me in heaven and in earth”. The believer rejoices in the
fact that nothing is too hard for his Lord and that no power
in the universe can withstand the power of Jesus' name.

One is amazed at the inconsistency that can so fer
vently love and revere the name of Jesus while at the same
time can so steadfastly resist its use in believer's baptism.
This inconsistency appears all the more remarkable when
one recalls that the Bible supplies more proof texts for
baptism in Jesus’ name than for most other New Testament
doctrines and practices.

THE GREAT COMMAND TO BAPTIZE

To fully understand our Lord's command to baptize we
must study the Gospel writers’ accounts. At this juncture we
would ask the reader to open God’'s Word and read these
three separate accounts prayerfully, several times. They
are found in Mark 16:15-20; Luke 24:44-48; Matthew 28:18-20.
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INFALLIBLE GUIDANCE FOR THE CHURCH

The reader will observe that Baptism is specifically
mentioned by Matthew and Mark and strongly inferred by
Luke when he writes: “And that repentance and remission
of sins should be preached in his name . ..” (Compare with
Acts 2:38).

Significantly all three writers refer to A NAME that was
to be used in preaching the Gospel, baptizing the disciples
and manifesting the divine power.

“In my name” — Mark 16:17
“In the name” — Matthew 28:19
“In his name” — Luke 24:44

It must surely be obvious to the reader that these ‘name’
references (Mark’s “my name”; Luke’'s “his name") equate
with THE NAME spoken of by Matthew. We cannot for one
moment countenance the possibility of Christ's teachings
being misunderstood by the apostles, nor dare we entertain
the thought that these same apostles contiradicted one
another in their interpretation of Christ's Words because
Luke insists that the Lord gave these men special insight
to enable them to unerringly carry out His commands and
interpret His teachings: “Then opened he their understand-
Ing that they might understand the Scriptures”.

The same writer, in Acts 1:1-8, describes our Lord’s
forty-days teach-in with the apostles when He fully explained
to them “the things pertalning to the kingdom of God”, and
before His ascension expressed His confidence in them as
His faithful witnesses “to the uttermost parts of the earth”.
We can only conclude that the pattern of apostolic preach-
ing and practice preserved in the New Testament is God’s
infallible guide for the present-day Church.

HOW DID THE APOSTLES OBEY THE BAPTISMAL
COMMAND?

The only possible way to find out is to examine those
Scriptures where actual baptisms took place and other
relevant Scriptures where apostolic comment is made re.
believers’ baptism.

Acts 2:38. The three thousand converts won to Christ
on the Day of Pentecost were commanded by Peter, “... be
baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ .

Acts 8:12, 16. The Samaritans after they believed “were
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus’.

Acts 8:35-39. Note here the message of the evangelist:
“He preached unto him Jesus”. Observe the penitent's
baptismal confession: “I believe that Jesus Christ Is the
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Son of God”. Does the reader consider that any other name
was invoked at his baptism?

Acts 9:16-17. Paul, after miraculously receiving his sight
arose and was baptized. But in whose name? ‘“Arise and
be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of
the Lord” (Acts 22:16).

Acts 16:30-33. The convicted Philippian jailor asked:
“What must | do to be saved?” Paul answered: “Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved . ..” and “He
was baptized, he and all his straightway”. The strong infer-
ence is that he was baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Acts 18:8. “And Crispus, the chief ruler of the syna-
gogue believed on the Lord with all his house; and many
of the Corinthians hearing, belleved, and were baptlized”.
How were they baptized? *“Is Christ divided? Was Paul
crucified for you? Or were ye baptized In the name of Paul?
I thank God that ! baptized none of you, but Crispus and
Gailus; Lest any should say that | had baptized in mine own
name” (1 Cor. 1:13-15). Who died by crucifixion for the
Corinthians? Jesus Christ! In whose name were they
immersed? Jesus Christ’s! The context will permit no other
answer, for unless they were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ Paul's argument would be meaningiess.

Acts 10:48. Cornelius and his household were com-
manded by Peter “to be baptized in the name of the Lord”
(R.S.V. “the name of Jesus Christ”).

Acts 19:5. This text plainly states that the Ephesians
“were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus”.

Romans 6:3-4. These members of the church at Rome
“were baptized into Jesus Christ”.

Galatians 3:27. God’s saints in the churches of Galatia
experienced baptism in the name of Jesus. “For as many
of you as have been baptized Into Christ have put on Christ”.

Colossians 2:12. These believers are said to have been
“buried with Christ in baptism”. This expression was used
to denote the Christians at Rome, who, it is recorded, “were
baptized into Jesus Christ” (Romans 6:3).

James 2:7 (Amplified Version). The recipients of the
apostie’s letter are told of “that preclous name by which
you are distingulshed and called (the name of Christ in-
voked in baptism)”’.

It is most significant that not one text can be found in
the Book of Acts or in the Epistles that clearly states or
even infers that the triadic formula was ever used in
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baptism. However, the twelve Bible references that we have
just examined overwhelmingly assert that in apostolic
preaching and practice Baptism was always administered
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

JESUS WAS THE FATHER'S NAME

Many have had great difficulty in reconciling the com-
mand of our Lord to “baptize in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” with the uniform apostolic
practice of baptizing in ‘the name of the Lord Jesus Christ’”’.
But if the reader can grasp the fact that the Christ came in
thelfname of the Almighty God then the difficulty resolves
itself.

It is not within the scope of this book to elaborate on
Godhead teaching but we do feel that it might be profitable
to say at this stage that people can miss the real significance
of Scriptural teaching on Baptism if their only motive in
determining their baptismal formula is to reflect and
strengthen their Godhead convictions, because people re-
presenting these different convictions also baptize in the
name of Jesus. Frankly, whatever point of view one sub-
scribes to on the Godhead issue there is one common fact
that remains unaltered — that the Man Christ Jesus is the
Son of God in a very unique way. Like any other father-son
relationship we would expect the Son to bear the Father's
name. This is precisely what the New Testament affirms:
“Being made so much better than the angels, as HE by
INHERITANCE hath obtained a MORE EXCELLENT NAME
than they” (Heb. 1:4).

THE HIGHEST NAME

What was said of the angel of the covenant in Exodus
23:21 is most certainly true of our Lord Jesus Christ: “Beware
of HiIM, and obey HIS voice, for MY NAME is in HIM”. Paul
in Philippians 2:9 names the Saviour with the name that is
above every name. Surely there is no higher name than that
of the Mighty God and this is the name with which God has
honoured His Son.

How can we possibly miss the force of our Lord's own
words: “l am come in MY FATHER'S NAME, and ye receive
me not”’ (John 5:43); “I have manifested THY NAME unto
the men which thou gavest me” (John 17:6); “Holy Father,
keep them In THY NAME which THOU HAST GIVEN ME —
While | was with them, | kept them in THY NAME which
THOU HAST GIVEN ME” (John 17:11-12 R.S.V.).

It is manifestly clear that God bestowed upon His be-
loved Son the Divine Name. The truth is surely inescapable,
that the name Lord Jesus Christ is the fullest expression of
God's name. It represents and bears all the authority of the
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Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. When we add
to this knowledge the thought that the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit are not proper personal names, but are expressive of
titles and relationships, we reach the clear understanding
that the words of Matt. 28:19 — “baptizing them In THE
NAME (singular) of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost” — represent a command to baptize in THE
NAME OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.

THE TWO ADVENTS OF CHRIST

Let us now look at a remarkable Old Testament pro-
phecy that accurately foretold a well known event in the life
of our Lord at His first advent: *‘Rejoice greatly, O daughter
of Zion ;shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King
cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and
riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass” —
Zech. 9:9.

Turn now to Luke 19:35-40 and read the fulfilment. Note
carefully one significant detail which is highly relevant to
this study, recorded in Vv. 37-38: “The whole multitude of
the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud
voice for all the mighty works that they had seen; saying,
Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord:
peace in heaven, and glory in the highest.

Add to this clear statement — that the Christ came
bearing the Fathers’ name — the evidence of our Lord’s
own words when He bade farewell to Jerusalem and fore-
cast His second coming: “For | say unto you, Ye shall not
see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that
cometh in the name of the Lord” — Matt. 23:39.

These statements can only mean that in His two appear-
ances amongst men the Son of God bears the name of the
Eternal God.

THE ONLY SAVING NAME

Peter boldly declares: “Neither is there salvation in any
other: for there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved'’— Acts 4:12

This basic truth is confirmed by many other Scriptures,
i.e.. “He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God” —
John 3:18; “But these are written, that ye might believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye
might have life through his name” — John 12:31; “And that
repentance and remission of sins should be preached in
HIS NAME” — Luke 24:47.

If HIS NAME is the only saving name and Baptism de-
notes the believer’s identification and union with the Saviour
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(Romans 6:1-9), then it seems unthinkable, unreasonable,
indeed absurd, that we should be baptized in name or
formula other than the Saviour's name — The Lord Jesus
Christ.

THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH

Moses, the leader of ancient Israel, was the mediator
of the Old Covenant. In this connection it is interesting to
note that the redeemed of Egypt were baptized into their
leader Moses according to 1 Cor. 10:1-2: “Moreover,
brethren, 1 would not that ye should be ignorant, how that
all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through
the sea. And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud
and in the sea".

Jesus Christ our Lord is the Mediator of the New
Covenant. “God hath given him to be head over all things
to the church” (Eph. 1:22). How fitting, then, that all the
members of His Church should be baptized in His name.

If we think for one moment of the Church under the
New Testament figure of “the Bride of Christ” (2 Cor. 11:2;
Eph. 5:22-23), would it not seem rather unusual if the Bride
did not take her Husband’s name? The only Scriptural way
that the Bride-Church can share her Husband’s name is by
Bible Baptism: “Christ gave Himself to make her holy through
baptism in His name, to make her in His eyes an altogether
glorious church” (Eph. 5:26-27, Philip’s translation).

FATHER AND CHILDREN

The corporate body of saints represent the Bride of
Christ, but as individual Christians our relationship to Him
is that of children to a Father.

Isaiah foretold that although Christ would die without
fathering natural children that after His bodily resurrection
He would see His spiritual seed or children and be satisfied
(Isa. 53:8-10). Thus it is written of Him in Hebrews 2:13:
“Behold | and the children which God hath given me”.

In the natural the family offspring have the Father's
name bestowed upon them. The same rule applies in the
spiritual realm: “'But as many as received him, to them gave
he power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name” — John 1:12.

It is the blood-bought, legal right of every child of God
to bear the name of their spiritual Father. According to
Ephesians 3:15 the whole family of God is named in Jesus
C!‘\rist the Lord. If any reader has not yet been baptized the
Bible way our prayer is that you will no longer live beneath
your privileges.

Lo d"‘,Arlse and be baptized, calling upon the name of the
rd"”.
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CHAPTER Vil

WHY JESUS
—— WAS BAPTIZED

“THEN cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto

John, to be baptized of him. But John forbad
him saying, | have need to be baptized of thee, and
comest thou to me? And Jesus answering said unto
him, suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to
fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him. And
Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out
of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto
him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice from
heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom | am
well pleased” — Matthew 3:13-17.

A GREAT PROBLEM

From earliest times Christians have been puzzled and
intrigued by the spectacle of Jesus Christ being baptized
by John in the River Jordan. For some, the remarkable event
has posed a serious theological difficulty. It is reasoned that
John's baptism was a summons to repent of sins and seek
divine forgiveness, whereas the Lord Jesus Christ claimed
to be sinlessly perfect and therefore had no wrongdoing of
which to repent, and consequently had no need of divine
forgiveness. “Why then,” it is sometimes asked, “does the
sinless Son of God rebuke John's protestations and insist
that He partake of a baptism that is for sinners only?”
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As one carefully investigates the incident, comparing
Scripture with Scripture, there emerge valid reasons for
Jesus presenting Himself to John for baptism.

JESUS [N BAPTISM IDENTIFIED WITH SINNERS

“] came not to call the righteous but sinners to repent-
ance,” said He, and, “They that be whole need not a
physician.”

John was calling sinners to baptism and by going to
John the Lord Jesus was showing His solidarity with sinful
humanity. He was on the side of all who felt their need of
salvation because it was to such He had come to minister.

To put it another way, His submission to Baptism was
a stinging rebuke and public exposure to those who con-
sidered themselves “good enough” and who felt no need
of divine pardon and salvation, With all such He could not
identify. He came to seek and to save that which was lost.

PROPHECY FULFILLED IN THE RIVER JORDAN

Was not Christ’s baptism by John an outstanding ful-
filment of Isaiah's prediction, “And He was numbered with
the transgressors?” (53:12).

It is true to say that in His life men had unjustly classified
Him with sinners and falsely accused Him of sabbath break-
ing, gluttony, drunkeness, rebellion and blasphemy. Similarly,
in His death they numbered Him with transgressors by cruci-
fying Him between two thieves. Now we could say that His
identification with sinners in the foregoing evenis and
accusations was forced upon Him by others. But not so
the beautiful and immortal happening in the River Jordan.
In His baptism, Jesus of His own volition publicly identified
Himself with Adam’s fallen race. What humiliation! Never
man stooped like this Man.

This principle is strongly stated and upheld in Paul's
theology when he wrote to the Corinthian church: “For He
made Himself to be sin for us who knew no sin” (2 Cor 5:21).
At His baptism Jesus Christ declared Himself a Representa-
tive Man. By voluntarily submitting to John's baptism He
showed Himself the Representative and Redeemer of all
who would acknowledge their sinnership and need of sal-
vation.

THE PRIVILEGE AND JOY OF BELIEVER'S BAPTISM
Grasp the tremendous truth enshrined in the River
Jordan event. in His baptism Jesus Christ identified with us;
in our baptismy we Identlfy with Jesus Christ: "For ye are all
the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many

86

o EHAVNOBTIRIX g RS SRR, SRS
HIBIR B2 5252 2 g e A5 1A 1

IRERTE S AL PS5 TEA %R
IRk : “BRATRBYAEY; HRBFAMR, W
vl REMABTEELE.”
LU AR AL, EURSREI B 5, I R R
AIGAE— e TRAGNTER R AL L K-S 4E ke,

W, AT FLL R R IE AL AS D SO P
S AR, BIMAEBEAL.Y FREEI N R R IE, Rt
IS A, I S SRR e A

= ELEM NS
2 R A B G ORI P R IR ¢ LIS TE ¢ “d

FI, AEEN AR, T SR A R SR A
ATE BT H . g0, IR, PO, SRS, ke
o, AFER W RIIEALE k2, ETOELER P omierb il Jof]nT LA
v, AE IR R AR e b, T DALY ISR AL e s
AL T ARINAEN Sy L fry, AT £ 2 58 1 T 00 S 25 I
ANBERTERIBERLA, IS RN T 5 00 24 B 74 10 T s S50
A SE AR T R T KA AN - BERRAS 2y (53 (g W 1

{ D AELE B AR 25 B 45 vl U o o W TR A B e oy o 5
e “rERBTCIRAG, BBIIRKAE. 7 (KEA ) &
Pealeb. HBSRAGE & th et ABSICSR, I RIBUIR A5 2t vk
L N IE R0 L 05, A BBEE AN E CUEIR AL RN
B A, Bt R RO .

(EHER ERFRINE R
DHEITOG BEFLIZHE 1A H A JIa 3L RE,  LE ] AU,
S ¢ BBERE B L P SERIIE R, a1 %S,
BRI HER . FILRNIAGE SRR, #E iy L+
87




of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ”
(Gal. 3:26-27).

How wonderfull In His baptism Jesus declared Himself
to be on the sinner’s side, standing as their representative.
In our baptism we eagerly and joyfully announce to the world
that we are on the Saviour's side, His willing disciples.

CHRIST'S BAPTISM SIGNIFIED THE MANNER OF
HIS DEATH

The Baptist recognised Jesus of Nazareth as the Sacri-
ficial Lamb who would atone for human sin, hence his use
of the now familiar words: “Behold the lamb of God which
taketh away the sin of the world”.

John's pronouncement is in accord with another one
of Isaiah’s predictions, for not only did the Old Testament
prophet foretell that the Christ would identify and show His
solidarity with sinners, but that He would also die for sinners
and thereby show Himself their substitute: “All we like sheep
have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way;
and the Lord hath laid on him the Iniquity of us all. Yet it
pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief:
when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall
see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure
of the Lord shall prosper in his hand” (lsa. 53, 6, 10).

OUR LORD JUSTIFIED HIS BAPTISM

You will recall that when John expressed reluctance to
baptize Jesus our Lord countered with the words, “Suffer
it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteous-
ness”,

Our Lord viewed His baptism as a divinely-imposed
duty and insisted that it be done “to fulfill all righteousness”.
| share the view of those who teach that by His words and
actions the Lord Jesus was signifying that His death alone
could procure righteousness for sinners. If the reader has
never realized it before then it is time he knew and under-
stood the basis on which God forgives and pardons the
sinner. Forgiveness, reconciliation and salvation are only
possible because Jesus died as our sinless sin substitute.
He took our guilty place and paid the full penalty as it is
written: “Christ died for our sins according to the Scrip-
tures” (1 Cor. 15:3).

JESUS REFERRED TO HIS DEATH AS A BAPTISM
~ The fact that Christ's baptism signified His substitu-
tionary death is confirmed by two Scriptures which obviously
refer to His coming death: “But | have a baptism to be bap-
tized with; and how am | straltened (‘palned’) till it be
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accomplished” (Luke 12:50), and, “Can ye drink of the cup
that | drink of? and be baptized with the baptism that | am
baptized with? For even the Son of man come not to be
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom
for many” (Mark 10:38, 45).

It is clear that the day Jesus was baptized by John He
indicated to the world that He had come to die for sinners.

To think of Christ’s baptism is to be reminded of His
death for sin, whereas, in our baptism, we think of our death
to sin. How appropriate then are the oft-quoted words of
Paul: “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized
into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death. Therefore,
we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For
if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death,
we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing
this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of
sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve
sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin” (Romans 6:3-7).

To any reader who has truly repented | would say this:
there is no more Scriptural or more meaningful way of iden-
tifying with the death of Christ, and of the righteousness that
cometh by faith, than by being baptized in the name of Jesus.

IN BAPTISM JESUS EXEMPLIFIED THE WAY TO
THE FATHER

All who know their Bible will readily agree that Jesus
Christ our Lord opened up a way to the Father for sinners
as Hebrews 10:19-20 so beautifully phrases it: *"Having there-
fore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood
of Jesus, by a new and living way, which he hath conse-
crated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh".

What many believers do not seem to understand is that
the Captain of our salvation not only made a way but also
showed the way to the Father. You will remember the
question posed by Thomas and our Lord’s reply: “Thomas
saith . . . how can we know the way? Jesus saith . . . | am
the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father but by me” (John 14:5-6).

The writer to the Hebrews describes the Saviour as our
“forerunner” (Heb. 6:20). He is the first member of God's
new creation to attain glory in the presence of the heavenly
Father. As the forerunner whose task is to bring many sons
to glory (Heb. 2:10) He has demonstrated for us the way to
a life of dedication, loyalty and obedience that will please
the heavenly Father.
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IN His STEPS

Peter reminds the sufferers in the church that *‘Christ
also suffered for us, leaving us an example that ye should
follow his steps™ (1 Peter 2:21).

Is not the principle of Christ the believer's example in
every aspect of the Christian’s experience, well established
in the Scriptures? Can any who would follow in the steps
of Jesus evade the issue of baptism? Especially when our
Lord indicated that Baptism was the counsel of God (Luke
7:30). As such He honoured it by insisting that John baptize
Him in Jordan.

The reader might well ponder our Lord’'s question: “Is
the servant greater than his Lord? Can the disciple ignore
the ordinance that His Master felt obligated to fulfill? Who
can with honesty and consistency say, “l love you Lord
Jesus and will follow you all the way"”, and all the while seek
to justify a decision to bypass the command of Baptism?

Baptism is essential to the believer, not only as a mark
of obedience to his Master's explicit command, but as a
response to the personal example left by his Lord.

HEAVEN'S RESPONSE TO CHRIST'S BAPTISM

“And, lo, the heavens were opened unto him” (Matt.
3:16), thus signifying that disobedience is an obstacle to
communication between God the Father and His children,
whereas, obedience to the Father's will ensures an open
heaven and unhindered access to the presence of God. Do
you, reader, want an open heaven in your life? You cannot
rightly expect God to so honour you if there is disobedience
in your heart. We urge you to obey God’s Word. Arise and
be baptized.

THE VOICE OF DIVINE APPROVAL

“And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved
Son, in whom | am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17).

Our Lord’'s submission to Baptism brought satisfaction
and pleasure to His Father and won for Christ the most
wonderful commendation: . . . my beloved Son, in whom
am well pleased”.

Have you been resisting the command to be baptized?
Have you allowed fears, doubts and uncertainties to impede
your progress with God? Christ by His example shows you
the way. If you sincerely seek God’s approval and com-
mendation then you must obey Him. Resolve now to publicly
confess Christ in baptism. Remember His promise.
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THE SEALING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

“And he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove,
and lighting upon him” (Matt. 3:16).

Thus the Father signified that obedience brings the
Holy Spirit. Every believer who submits to the ordinance of
baptism should expect and indeed claim the sealing of the
Holy Spirit upon his life. Peter was emphatic: “Then Peter
said unto them, repent, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise
is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off,
even as many as the Lord our God shali call” (Acts 2:38:39).

What is hindering you from being baptized? Be assured
that upon your obedient response the Father is willing and
ready to seal you with the Holy Spirit of promise.

THINGS TO COME

Let's look again at the events that accompanied the
baptism of our Lord and Saviour. The open heaven; the
approving voice of the Father; the anointing of the Spirit.
These, we would suggest, were o Jesus the tokens of
great things to come.

At the beginning of His Son’s ministry, the Father was
giving Him glimpses of the glory that would follow His
suffering and death. Jesus Christ knew that after Calvary
there would follow glorious resurrection and ascension
(Heb. 12:2). The gates of glory would lift up. The door of
heaven would swing open to admit the mighty Conqueror or
Golgotha's brow. The voice of the Father would announce,
“Sit on my right hand, until | make thine enemies thy foot-
stool” (Heb. 1:13). Peter expresses the same fact in different
language: “Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted,
and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy
Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear”

(Acts 2:33).
OUR GLORIOUS FUTURE

As it was with Christ in His baptism so it is with us. In
our baptism we have an eye on the future. Baptism in the
water and in the Spirit are the foretaste of what we shall
one day experience in glorious fullness (Romans 8:11, 23).
For as we have faithfully followed His footprints in the
water and in the tomb so shall we share with Him in resur-
rection and receive the glory of eternal life that He has pro-
mised. Remember, Baptism is the sign and token of our
union with Chirst and the inspired apostle assures us that
there awaits us “praise, honour and glory at the appearing
of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:7).
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REPENTANCE
brings
2| Obedience

OBEDIENCE
" brings the =

Holy™ Spirit

i

Repent, and be baptized-in the ua

me of
Jesus Christ-aud ye shall veceive the gift
of the Holy Ghost. Acts 2:38

e

THE EUNUCH: “See, here is water; what doth hinder
me to be baptized?"

THE EVANGELIST: “If thou believest with all thine
heart, thou mayest.”

THE EUNUCH: “| believe that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God.”

THE RESULT: “"And they went down both into the water,
and he baptized him.”

God’'s command is both simple and clear: “Repent,

and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus

Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive

the gift of the Holy Ghost”” (Acts 2:38).
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