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BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON ONE

SOUND DOCTRINE

"I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and
his kingdom;

Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and DOCTRINE.

For the time will come when they will not endure SOUND DOCTRINE;
but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers,
having itching ears;

And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be
turned unto fables." 2 Timothy 4:1-4

"But speak thou the things which become SOUND DOCTRINE:" Titus 2:1
DEFINITION OF THE WORD "DOCTRINE":

It comes from the Greek word "didaskalia" which means: instruction,
information, doctrine, learning, teaching.

Websters Dictionary: A principle accepted as valid (true) and authora-
tive, a body of principles in a branch of knowledge, or system of beliefs.

What is meant by SOUND DOCTRINE? It means knowledge and instruction
based on the Word of God, not on fairy tales, fantasies, fiction, and the traditions
of men. .

THE IMPORTANCE OF SOUND DOCTRINE

1. Sound doctrine will establish (settle, make stable) our hearts: (Hebrews 13:9)

"Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For it is a
good thing that the HEART BE ESTABLISHED with grace; not with meats
(food) , which have not profited them that have been occupied therein."

- The "food" Paul has reference to is not actual food that goes into the body,

but mental food that goes into the mind. Paul is saying, "Don't feed your mind

all kinds of strange doctrines that are not in accordance with the Word of God.

We can learn from this scripture that we must be careful what kind of books we

read, what kind of cassette tapes we listen to, etc. There are many false prophets
in the world today who are busy deceiving the multitudes, just as Jesus and the
apostles warned us: Matthew 24:4, 5, 11; I Timothy 1:3-7; I Timothy 4:1-7; I Timothy
4:16; I Timothy 6:3-5; I Timothy 6:20, 21; 2 Timothy 1:13, 14; 2 Timothy 2:15-18;

2 Timothy 3:8, 9; 2 Timothy 3:13-17

The above are only a few of the scriptures, but they are sufficient for us
to take notice that even in Paul's time. people were straying from SOUND DOCTRINE!

Jude's comments are also worthy of note here:
"Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common
salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you

that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints.

-1 -



For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of
old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace
of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God,
and our Lord Jesus Christ.

Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise
dominion (authority), and speak evil of dignities.

These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with
you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without
water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth,
without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots;

These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts;
and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's per-
sons in admiration because of advantage.

These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the
Spirit.” Jude 3, 4, 8, 12, 16, 19

2. Sound doctrine will always bring us to a closer relationship with Jesus
Christ:

"That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro,
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight
of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to
deceive;

But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all
things, which is the head, even Christ:" Ephesians 4:14, 15

_THE PRINCIPLES OF THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST

"Therefore leaving the PRINCIPLES OF THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST, let us
go on unto perfection; not laying again the FOUNDATION of repentance
from dead works, and of faith toward God,

Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resur-
rection of the dead, and of eternal judgment." Hebrews 6:1, 2

The student may need some clarification of the above verses. Paul is not
telling us to do away with the principles of the doctrine of Christ and count them
as an unimportant thing. The word "principle" means a fundamental truth upon which
others are based. That is why Paul calls them the “foundation." If you tear down
the foundation, you have nothing else left. The foundation must be strong, but some-
thing must be built upon it.

Paul was exhorting Christians who had been obedient to the gospel to go further
in Jesus Christ. Build upon the foundation and go on unto perfection. In writing
to the more mature Christians, he has given us a list of what he considers to be
the very fundamental truths upon which we must build our walk with God:

1) repentance from dead works 4) laying on of hands (for healing, etc.)
2) faith toward God 5) resurrection of the dead
3) the doctrine of baptisms: 6) eternal judgment
. water baptism
Spirit baptism

The apostle John also felt very strongly the importance of believing and teaching
the doctrine of Jesus Christ:



"Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ,
he hath both the Father and the Son.

If there come any unto you, and bring NOT THIS DOCTRINE, receive
him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:

For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds."
2 John 9-11

THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST AND THE APOSTLES' DOCTRINE

"And they continued stedfastly in the APOSTLES' DOCTRINE and
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers." Acts 2:42

"How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which
at the first BEGAN TO BE SPOKEN BY THE LORD, AND WAS CONFIRMED
UNTO US BY THEM THAT HEARD HIM;" Hebrews 2:3

There was NO DIFFERENCE between what Jesus Christ preached and that of the
apostles. The doctrine of Christ and the apostles' doctrine are identical. In
fact, Hebrews 2:3 tells us that the apostles by preaching the same doctrines
CONFIRMED the teaching of Jesus.

The church at Galatia experienced some problems because of false brethren
who tried to bring the church under the bondage of the law, including circum-
cision. Paul had to exhort the church at Galatia:

"I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into
the grace of Christ unto another gospel:

Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would
pervert the gospel of Christ.

But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto
you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.

As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other
gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.

For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if
I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.

But I certify you, brethren, that the'gospel which was preached of me
IS NOT AFTER MAN.

For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by
the revelation of Jesus Christ." Galatians 1:6-12

UNITY AND DOCTRINE

There is a strong move among many churches today to unite all Christians.
We are told to forget our doctrinal differences and "love one another." Churches
that preach strong doctrine are criticized. Christians who share their faith and
Bible doctrine are told that they do not have love and are sheep stealers and
troublemakers. Should we compromise our convictions for the sake of unity? Should
we cease to preach doctrine strongly to please other churches? Is this real
Bible-based unity?
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The Word of God must be the basis for all TRUE unity. Many people quote
Ephesians 4:3 "Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace"
as the Biblical principle for doing away with doctrine. However, there is not
a stronger chapter in the Bible that promotes UNITY BY OBEDIENCE TO THE TRUTH
than Ephesians, Chapter 4.

"There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one
hope of your calling;

One Lord, one faith, one baptism,

One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all,
and in you all.

And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Christ:

TILL WE ALL COME IN THE UNITY OF THE FAITH..." Ephesians 4:4-6, 11-13

How is true unity to be achieved, according to the above scriptures? By
forgetting our doctrinal differences and sitting around in a circle singing love
songs? NO! God has given men to expound the WORD' The Word of God is our
"standard pitch" that we all have to tune up to.

Years ago there was no international standard pitch for music. Different
nations each had their own idea as to what pitch the musical "A" really was,
for instance. This affected the musicians, because in some countries they
had to tune their instruments differently. Finally, they all agreed on a cer-
tain pitch as being the standard pitch for the whole world. A440 This means
that when a certain A is played on an instrument there will be 440 vibrations
ﬁer second, and it is these vibrations that produce the noise or music that we

ear. ‘

The Bible is our standard pitch. It was not written for just Americans,
or Europeans. It is for all men, everywhere. We can criticize, ridicule it,
and say what we want about it, but if we want to be a part of the true body of
Jesus Christ--WE MUST TUNE OUR LIVES BY IT!

The same chapter that encourages unity also contains this exhortation:
"But speaking THE TRUTH IN LOVE..." Ephesians 4:15

Love does not cause us to compromise the precious truths of God's Word. It
causes us to share them. (But Tet us always make sure that love IS our motive).
Priscilla and Aquila heard Apollos preaching in the synagogue. This was a fine
man who was preaching about Jesus Christ, and also the message of repentance.
However, he knew nothing about the Holy Spirit baptism. This fine couple took
Apollos aside privately and “expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly."
Acts 18:24-26 Paul did the same to certain disciples he found at Ephesus. Acts
19:1-6 May we ever strive to share the beautiful truths that God has given unto
us in a truly Christ-Tike way!

¥ k K k Kk ¥ K *

VOCABULARY :
fables e e e e e a story that is not true, a lie, orx
fiction
pervert e e e e e e lead away from what is right or good
endeavoring c e e e e e . making an earnest attempt



BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON ONE TEST

1.

6.

Give a definition of the word "“doctrine.”

What is meant by "sound doctrine?"

Why is sound doctrine important?

It is a good thing that the be established with grace.

Give at least three scriptures where Jesus and the apostles warned about false
prophets. (Don't write the scriptures out).

Jude tells us that we should earnestly that was
once delivered unto the saints.

7-12. List the six principles of the doctrine of Christ:

13.
14.
15.°

17.
18.

19.

20.

The early church continued stedfastly in the doctrine.
There was between what Jesus preached and that of the apostles.
The apostles the teaching of Jesus, by teaching the same thing.

True unity must be based upon

‘The Word of God is our ' that we all have to tune up to.

We need to speak the _ in love.

Love does not cause us to

What was of special interest to you in this lesson?

(NAME AND ADDRESS)



BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON TWO

THE REVELATION OF GOD

"In the beginning God... Genesis 1:1

.He that cometh to God must believe that HE IS..." Hebrews 1ll:6

"For that which is known about God is evident to them and made plain
in their inner conciousness, because God Himself has shown it to
them.

For ever since the creation of the world His invisible nature and
attributes, that is, His eternal power and divinity have been made
intelligible and clearly discernible in and through the things that
have been made--His handiworks. So (men) are without excuse--alto-
gether without any defence or justification.

Because when they knew and recognized Him as the God, they did not
honor and glorify Him as God, or give Him thanks. But instead they
became futile and godless in their thinking--with vain imaginings,
foolish reasoning and stupid speculations--and their senseless minds
were darkened.

Claiming to be wise, they became fools--professing to be smart, they
made simpletons of themselves.

And by them the glory and majesty and excellence of the immortal
God were exchanged for and represented by images, resembling mortal
man and birds and beasts and reptiles." Romans 1:19-23 (Amplified Bible)

The opening words of the Bible announce the existence of God. The Bible does
not seek to prove God's existence, but assumes and declares that all men every-
where ought to know that God does exist.

The Apostle Paul was one of the most Tearned men of his day. He not only be-
lieved in God, but he also made the statement that all men are without excuse if
they, too, do not believe in God and have some knowledge of Him because He has re-
vealed some of His power and glory through His handiwork--the universe.

"The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his
handiwork.

Day unto day uttereth speech, and nigﬁt unto night sheweth knowledge.

There is no speech (words) nor language, where their voice is not
heard. Psalms 19:1-3

A11 men, everywhere, should be able to look up into the heavens--and even at
the world of nature around them--and realize that GOD IS!

AN ACCIDENT?

Science, at large, tells us that we are the result of a cosmic accident.
There was supposedly a "big bang," an explosion of an original large mass of matter
that resulted in the creation of many smaller stars and planets, such as the earth.
Even if this theory were true, who made the original mass of matter? This they
cannot answer.

Edward Conklin, a professor of biology, compared the probability of life )
existing by accident to the probability of a dictionary being produced by an explo-
sion in a print shop.



There is a story of a man who gave a garden party one evening. The patio
was decorated with brightly burning Japanese lanterns. A man was present who
was known for his agnosticism (disbelief in God). This particular man asked his
host who hung the lanterns. Looking up into the sky on a cloudless night the
host replied, "Tell me first, who hung the stars?" The unbelijever thought a Tittle
while, and then answered, "I don't know--I guess they just got hung up there by
themselves."

Somehow, every human being, whether they acknowledge it or not, is born with
the awareness that there is a higher power, a Supreme Being. They may give this
Supreme Being a different name, but they know deep inside of them that such a being
does exist. God created the soul of man with a God-conciousness,an awareness of the
existence of God, and a desire to seek after God. Read Psalms 42:1, 2

In a sixty-nation survey by Gallup Poll International, it was discovered that
the majority of people all over the world DO acknowledge a belief in God or as some
call Him "a universal spirit." Some of these percentages are given here:

India e e e e e .. . . 98%
United States . . . . . . . . 94%
Canada e e+« 4+« + « . . . . B9y
Italy -+« « 4« « . . . . . B8B%
Australia . . . . . . . . . . BO%
United Kingdom . . . . . . . . 76%
France and West Germany . . . 72%

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CHRISTIANITY AND HEATHENISM

In almost all of the world's religions MEN SEEK AFTER GOD. By some inborn
sense man seeks God, or at least a purpose in life. Is this not true in Hinduism
and in Buddhism?

But in Christianity, we discover that GOD IS SEEKING MAN, revealing Himself
through the 01d Testament prophets, and finally in the person of the Lord Jesus
Christ! Still we can never find Him by our own wisdom or intelligence:

"Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of
this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?

For after that in the wisdom of God THE WORLD BY WISDOM KNEW NOT
GOD..." I Corinthians 1:20, 21

We are not asked to UNDERSTAND God. We are not asked to know all of the
answers--where He came from, etc. A1l we are asked to do is BELIEVE THAT HE IS!
Read Hebrews 11:6

THE NATURE OF GOD REVEALED TO MANKIND

"...I the LORD your God AM holy." Leviticus 19:2
"...God IS a Spirit..." John 4:24

"...God IS light..." I John 1:5

"...God IS love..." I John 4:8, 16

Notice carefully that these scriptures tell us what the NATURE of God is, not
what attributes He possesses. An attribute is that which belongs to a person, the
quality or character of his being. God does not have holiness. He IS holy. God
does not possess love,He IS love. It is a part of HIS VERY NATURE!
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To further illustrate this, let us consider water. Water IS H20. This
means that water is made up of 2 parts of hydrogen and one part of oxygen.
That is what water IS. One of the attributes of water is that it is wet!

God's nature of holiness is revealed to man in the first few chapters of the
Bible. God created man to have fellowship with Himself--yet that fellowship had
to be based upon free choice. God gave man ONE commandment--and he broke it!
Thus, man's communion with God was also broken, for God IS holy and cannot fellow-
ship where sin abides in the human heart. This is against the very nature of God'

God's love was then revealed to man. Adam and Eve should have died because
of their sins. God had promised "...in the day that thou eatest thereof (of the
tree of knowledge of good and evil) thou shalt surely die." Genesis 2:17 Yet the
lTove of God was revealed to Adam and Eve when God killed two animals instead of
them. Blood was shed instead of their blood. From the animals God made two coats
of skin. Thus was the substitutionary sacrifice system put into effect, until
the day that God Himself would come into the world in the person of Jesus Christ
and give His own flesh and blood body for the sins of mankind. This would be the
greatest demonstration of God's Tove!

"Hereby perceive we the love of God because He laid down His life
for us..." I John 3:16

God's Tight was also revealed to mankind, both in the 01d and New Testaments.
Moses prayed, "I beseech thee, shew me thy glory." Exodus 33:18 Because of this
request he was able to see a Tittle of the glory of God. When he came down from
Mount Sinai, his face shone like the sun, and he was required to wear a vail over

his face because the people could not look on him. Exodus 34:29, 30

Before the Apostle Paul was introduced to the "love nature" of God, he experi-
enced the "light nature" of God. Acts 9:3-9 After three days of seeking God through
fasting and prayer he also came to know God's love. God healed his eyes, which had
been blinded by the glory of God, and he was also filled with the Holy Ghost at that
time!

OLD TESTAMENT MANIFESTATIONS OF GOD

In Genesis 1:2, we see Him as the spirit of God moving upon the face of the
waters. A spirit does not have flesh and bones. Luke 24:39 A spirit is invisible.
I Timothy 1:17 How then could God make Himself visible to man? We read of Him walk-
ing in the garden of Eden in the cool of the day. Genesis 3:8 If man looked upon
God in the fuliness of His glory, he would die! Exodus 33:20 On the other hand, if
God remained invisible, there would always be only a mysterious voice coming from an
unknown source.

In 01d Testament days, God often appeared to men in angelic form. Biblical
angels looked like men, and only a certain class of angels had wings. Angels were
often mistaken for men in the Bible.

The following are examples of God appearing to people in angelic form:

1) God appears to Hagar. Genesis 16:7-13

2) God appears to Abraham. Genesis 17:1, 18:1-3, 22, 33
3) God appears to Jacob. Genesis 32:24-30

4) God appears to Gideon. Judges 6:12-14

5) God appears to Manoah. Judges 13:15-22

Notice that the Bible always refers to this manifestation of God as THE angel

of the Lord, not AN angel. This manifestation of God is also called "the angel
of his presence." Isaiah 63:9
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A manifestation of God unto men is called a theophany. Other ways in which
God manifested Himself to mankind are:

1) As a burning bush to Moses. Exodus 3:2, 3

2) As a pillar of a cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by night.
Exodus 13:21, 22

3) To Moses and Israel at Mount Sinai by a thick cloud, thunder, Tight-
nings, fire, smoke as of a furnace, earthquake, and the sound of a
trumpet. Exodus 19:16-19

* ok ok ok Kk k Kk Kk * %

VOCABULARY :
intelligible <« « « .+ +« . . . can be understood
discernible ++ - -+« . . . can be perceived or recognized
futile + - <« « « - . . useless, vain, hopeless
speculations < - « « < - . . guesses



BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON TWO TEST

1. The opening words of the Bible announce

2. Men have taken the glory and majesty of the immortal God and represented it
by

3. A1l men everywhere should be able to believe in God just by looking at His

4. What is agnosticism?

5. Every human being is born with an awareness

6. Do the majority of the people in the world believe in God?

7. MWhat is one difference between Christianity and heathenism?

8. We can never find God by our own or

9-12. Give the four scriptures that tell us what GOD IS?

13. How was God's nature of holiness first revealed to man?
14. How was His nature of Tove revealed to man?

.3. What was the greatest demonstration of God's love?

16. What two men were allowed to see the glory of God (His light)?

17. Why did God appear to men in angelic form?
18. Name two other ways in which God chose to reveal Himself to mankind?

19. What is a manifestation of God called?

20. What was of special interest to you in this lesson?

(NAME AND ADDRESS)



BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON THREE
GOD IS ONE!:

"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be
in thine heart:

And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and
when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up." Deuteronomy 6:4-7

These verses were considered by the Jews to be among the most important in
the entire Bible. In fact orthodox Jewsstill today have Deuteronomy 6:4, along
with three other verses, written on their phylacteries. (Phylacteries are strips
of parchment that Jews wore on a hand or arm band when they pray).

Israel was commanded to diligently teach their children that there was ONE
LORD. They must also teach their children to love that LORD with their total
being!

THE BIBLE DOES NOT TEACH A TRINITY

The word "trinity" is not in the Bible, nor are the words "holy family" or
"Holy Three." But we do read many scriptures in the Bible that refer to the
"Holy One."

Isaiah 41:14, 16, 20; 43:3; 47:4, are just a few of them.
THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY

Before we study the Bible doctrine concerning the ONENESS of God, lét us
take a look at the doctrine of the trinity, which most churches today accept as
being true.

_The doctrine of the trinity states:

1) There is one person of the Father, another of the Son, and another
of the Holy Spirit. These are separate and distint persons.

2) They are co-equal in omniscience, omnipotence and omnipresence.
This means that each of the three persons are equal in power and
knowledge, and the presence of each fills the universe.

3) They are co-eternal. This means that there has always been a Father,
there has always been a Son, and there has always been a Holy Ghost.

Now let us Took at this doctrine in the Tight of God's Word!

1. If we divide God into three persons, regardless of what language we use,
we don't have ONE God, we have three! The definition of the word person
is "a being, personality, individual, self." (Websters Dictionary) God
is defined by His Word as being ONE, not THREE: If there were indeed
three separate persons, why would the Bible not make this clear by saying
507



2. If the Father and Holy Spirit are two separate persons, which one is the
father of Jesus? Read Matthew 1:18-20. Then read Isaiah's description
of Jesus (Isaiah 9:6) where JESUS is called "...the everlasting Father..."
Are there three fathers?

"Have we not all ONE father? hath not ONE God created us?
Malachi 2:10

"ONE God and Father of all, who is above all, and through
all, and in you all." Ephesians 4:6

3. If the Father and the Son are two separate persons, the Father has more
knowledge than the Son. Matthew 24:36; Mark 13:32

4. If the Father and the Son are two separate persons, then the Father has
more power than the Son. John 14:10

5. If the Father and the Son are equal in power, why did the Son pray to the
Father? Would one equal pray to another equal? (Rembmer that the doctrine
of the trinity states that all three persons are equal in all things).

6. The doctrine of the trinity states that the Father is co-eternal with the
Son. How can a son be the same age as his father? Why is he then called
the Son? What makes one the father over the other, if both have always
existed?

7. If trinitarians are asked about some of these things, their standard reply
is, "It's a mystery that we cannot explain." But the Bible tells us that
the Godhead should be clearly understood. It becomes a mystery only when
we try to divide God up into three separate persons.

WHERE DID THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY COME FROM?

Since the doctrine of the trinity is not found in the Bible, where did it come
from? The doctrine of the trinity originated in the second century, but was not
accepted as an official doctrine until the Roman Catholic Church adopted it at
the Nicene Council held in 325 A. D. This took .place only after much heated dis-
cussion, and even physical fighting. It was born out of carnality, and not in a
spiritual atmosphere. One of the reasons it found popularity is because it was
easier to convert the idol worshippers to Christianity by teaching "three persons,"
or in other words a plurality of gods.

WHAT DOES GOD SAY ABOUT HIMSELF?

It is not really what I say or think about Him, or what you say or think about
Him that counts! But what does God say about Himself?

"Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the
LORD of hosts: I am the first, and I am the last; AND BESIDE
ME THERE IS NO GOD." Isaiah 44:6

"I am the LORD, and there is none else, there is no God beside
me: I girded thee, though thou hast not known me.

That THEY MAY KNOW from the rising of the sun, and from the
west, that THERE IS NONE BESIDE ME. I am the LORD, and there
is none else." Isaiah 45:5, 6

Read also Isaiah 43:10-12.

- 10 -



JESUS CHRIST IS THE GOD OF THE OLD TESTAMENT REVEALED

In your study of the life of Christ this subject is dealt with thoroughly,
so included in this lesson is simply a brief outline:

1) The Son was the body that God dwelt in. Luke 1:35 Note: "holy thing,"
not "holy person." The BODY was to be called the Son of God.

2) Jehovah God dwelt in that body: Matthew 1:23, I _Timothy 3:16, John 1:1, 14, _
Hebrews 2:14-17

3) Since God created the body, He was the Father of it. Thus the relation-
ship between the body and the Spirit who created it and dwelt in it was
that of Father and Son. Yet it was God Himself who dwelt in the body.
John 14:8, 9; John 10:30-33

4) Jesus was God, and yet man. As a man he got hungry, tired--and prayed.
As God he multipiied fishes and loaves--and answered prayers.

5) Isaiah called Him "...Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever-
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace." Isaiah 9:6

6) Jesus is called "...the Almighty..." in Revelations 1:8. There can be
only ONE with that title.

ONE GOD, WITH THREE MANIFESTATIONS

It is much more correct to think of God as having three manifestations, rather
than existing as three separate persons. God manifested Himself as Father in
creation, Son in redemption, and now abundantly manifests Himself as Holy Spirit
in the church. We may also wish to think of these manifestations as the OFFICES
of God. '

A man may be a father, husband, and son all at the same time, yet he is one
person. At different times he functions in different offices. His relationship
with his wife is definitely different than that with his son. His relationship
with his father is different than that which he has with his wife and son.

Water is used in its natural form--or it can be frozen into ice, or boiled
n a pot, which forms steam. Three'manifestations--but the same water:

That is how it is with God. If we make three persons out of Him, we have a
real problem, because then we automatically have three Gods, and this is completely
contrary to the Bible.

* k Kk k Kk * * k* Kk *

VOCABULARY :
orthodox e e e e e e e e e . strictly observing the rites
and traditions of Judaism
cmniscience e e e e e e e e e e the state or quality of knowing
all things
omnipresence e e e e e e e - - the state or quality of being
in all places at the same time
omnipotence e e e e e e e e e . the state or quality of having
unlimited power
trinitarian one who accepts the doctrine of

the trinity
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BIBLE DOCTRINE ’ LESSON THREE TEST

1. How many Gods are there?

2. What was Israel commanded to teach there children?

3. Is the word "trinity" found in the Bible?
4. Is the phrase "Holy Three" found in the Bible?

5. Do we find the words "Holy One" in the Bible? If so, give some of the scriptures
where they are found.

6-8. Give three statements concerning the doctrine of the trinity.

9. What is the definition of the word "person."

10. If we divide God into three persons, what do we have?
11. According to Matthew 1:18-20, who is the father of the Son?

12. Is Jesus called the "everlasting Father" in Isajah 9:6?
13. How many fathers do we have in the Godhead?

14-16. Give three other reasons why the doctrine of the trinity has many errors in
it:

17. Where did the doctrine of the trinity come from?

18. In one sentence, what does God say about Himself?

19. Give one scripture to prove that Jehovah God dwelt in the body of the Son of God.

20.. What was of special interest to you in this lesson?

NAME AND ADDRESS



BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON FOUR

THE SONSHIP OF GOD

"For there is one God, and one MEDIATOR between God and men,
the MAN Christ Jesus;

Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due
time." I Timothy 2:5, 6

The key word to note in the above scripture is MAN. These verses do not
identify God as two separate persons. Verse 5 is carefu] to state that there
s ONE GOD--and if you divide God up into several persons, you have several
Gods. What we DO find in verse five is the manifestation of God as our medi-

ator.

A mediator is one who settles a dispute or a disagreement between two
parties or persons. A man's sins put him in a position of being God's enemy:

"Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. Romans 8:7

Sin separates us from God. Isaiah 59:1, 2 Yet sin is a universal problem.
Romans 3:23 We are all by nature children upon whom the wrath of God will come
unless this problem is taken care of. Ephesians 2:3

That was the purpose of the incarnation. JEHOVAH God who revealed Himself
to mankind in the 01d Testament in various theophanies, manifested Himself in
the person of Jesus Christ to provide the sacrifice necessary to save us from
our sins and bring us to a peaceful relationship with Himself.

This particular manifestation is called "the Son of God," or "“the:man Christ
Jesus." In almost every scripture where you read these two phrases, it is refer-
ring to the BODY that the eternal God dwelt in.

The angel that appeared unto Mary, informed her "...that holy THING (not per-
son) which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God." Mary is NOT the
mother of God! She was the mother of God's body that became the ransom AND the
Tediator, the go-between, bringing us to a peaceful relationship with the Father (the
Spirit that created and dwelt in that body) :

"...God was IN Christ, reconciling the world unto himself..."
2 Corinthians 5:19

The word "reconciling" means "the act of making friendly again, or settling a
disagreement." Some people have pictured Jesus Christ as the "continual mediator,"
sitting at the Father's right hand, constantly making intercessory prayer on our
behalf. They get their theory from these words:

"Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that
come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession
for them.” Hebrews 7:25

The word "intercession" has several meanings. It CAN refer to prayer, but
it also means mediation on behalf of others. Was Christ our mediator by His prayers,
or by what He did on the cross for us? Look at the scripture on the top of the page
again, this time especially-at verse 6. A ransom is a price that is paid to free
a captive. Jesus Christ paid the price to set us free from the bondage of sin, and
bring us into a right relationship with God.
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"But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made
nigh by the blood of Christ.

For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken
down the middle wall of partition between us;

Having abolished IN HIS FLESH the enmity, even the law of command-
ments contained in crdinances; for to make in himself of twain one

new man, so making peace;

And that he might RECONCILE both unto God in one body BY THE CROSS...
Ephesians 2:13~16

What God could NOT do by His Spirit, He did IN HIS FLESH. That was the
primary reason that God manifested Himself as the Son of God. Before Bethle~
hem, there WAS no Son of God! Not until that little babe was Taid in a manger,

did God manifest Himself in this manner.

Once again, this is another point at which the doctrine of the trinity is
erroneous. Trinitarians believe that the Father and the Son are two separate per-
sons who are co-eternal. There has always been a Father, and there has always
been a Son. Please note the below scriptures:

"For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace." Isaiah 9:6

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
(born) Son..." John 3:16

"But when the fulness of time was come, God sent forth his Son,
made of a woman, made under the law." Galatians 4:4

The Son was begotten or born; therefore, the Son did not exist with the
Father in eternity, except in the mind and plan of God. The above scripture
from Galatians gives the time of the birth, "made under the Taw." The law
was given to Moses, and was done away with by the death of Jesus Christ.

Consider the following scripture:

"Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the
seed of David according to the flesh;

And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the
spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.”" Romans 1:3, 4

David certainly did not exist before the Father, and the Son of God was of
the seed of David "according to the flesh." Notice also that the child that was
born unto Mary was DECLARED to be the Son of God. That is the title or name of
that particular manifestation of God to mankind.

One of the strongest proofs that no Son of God existed until the New Testa-
ment is the fact that there is na mention in the entire 01d Testament of a Son of
God being in existence. The "son of God" mentioned in Daniel 3:25 was not Jesus
Christ, but an angel of God. In fact, if you have a Bible with marginal refer-
ences, you will probably find this notation: "one like unto a son of the gods."

The Jews, who have had the 01d Testament scriptures for over two thousand
years, have never found a verse where God claimed to be a trinity of persons.
Christians have made it almost impossible to convert Jews by introducing them to
a “God in three persons, blessed trinity." God called Abraham out of a multi-god
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environment to raise up of his seed a ONE TRUE GOD people. Abraham is counted
as being the first Jew.

Once again, Tet us remember that the term “Son of God" is a term used to
designate that manifestation of God that was to redeem a people unto Himself.
Another term that is used is "the Lamb of God."

"The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith,
Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world." John 1:29

"Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corrupt-
ible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation
received by tradition from your fathers;

But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot." I Petar 1:18, 19

"Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice
and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared
me :

In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no
pleasure.

-.-we are sanctified through the offering of the BODY of Jesus
Christ once for all. Hebrews 10:5, 6, 10

WHY DID JESUS PRAY?

Jesus was the God-man, God manifested in the flesh. As a man He got hungry,
but as God He could multiply fishes and bread. As a man He got tired and slept,
but as God He could walk upon the waters. As a man He prayed, but as God,

He answered prayers. Thus, the flesh (Son of God) prayed to the Spirit (Father)
within.

Jesus is also our pattern and example. We are exhorted to follow Him in
all things. I Peter 2:21, I John 2:6 He set a beautiful example for us in His

prayer life.

The fact that He did pray does not disprove the ONENESS OF GOD, but it does
disprove one of the points of the trinitarian doctrine. Trinitarians teach that
the Father and Son were two separate persons equal in power. If they are two
separate persons, the Father has more power than the Son, because an equal will
not pray to another who is his equal. I will not pray to you. You will not pray
to me. We are equals.

WHAT ABQUT GENESIS 1:26?

This is one of the major scriptures the trinitarians use to support their
doctrine. Once again, the Jews have had this portion of scripture for over two
thousand years and never saw anything more in it than Jehovah God speaking.

Who was He speaking to? We know it was NOT to the Son of God, for we have
plainly seen that there was no Son of God in 01d Testament days. There are two
possible answers to this question:

Angels were present in creation, as we read in Job 38:4-7:

"Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth?
declare, if thou hast understanding.
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Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who
hath stretched the line upon it?

Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid
the corner stone thereof;

When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God
shouted for joy?"

Who were these sons of God who were present when God created the heavens
and the earth? Let the student carefully read Job 1:6, 7 which was an event
that took place in heaven. These sons of God were angels!

In Adam Clarke's "Commentary on the Holy Bible" (one of the most respected
of all Bible Commentaries) he wrote:

"...by the sons of God and the morning stars , the angelic host
is meant, as they are supposed to be first, if not chief, of
creation.”

So it would not be strange that God was referring to these special beings
of His when He spoke and said:

"...let us make man in our image, after our likeness:..." Gen. 1:26

If two persons were involved in the creating of man, than verse 27 would not
read as it does:

"So God created man-in HIS own image, in the image of God
created he him; male and female created he them." Gen. 1:27

The other possibility is that God was speaking to Himself. That is really
not so impossible either, as many of us (including this writer) consult with our
own thoughts and say things like, "Let us see now..."

Reader, the important thing to remember is that the trinitarians rely on this
ONE scripture as their Tone 01d Testament proof of the trinitarian doctrine. We
have seen that the bulk of Biblical scriptures emphatically declare THE ONENESS
OF GOD!

* * Kk * * * * * * *

VOCABULARY :

universal -+ «+ +« <« « .+« « . . present, or occurring everywhere,
among all people

theophanies « =« « « « « <« . . . manifestations of God

incarnation « = » « « <« « . . . the taking on of human form and nature
by God

environment « - « +« « « « « . . surroundings

tradition + « « « + « « . . . abelief or custom handed down by word
of mouth from generation to generation

bulk -« « « « « <« .« . . . main mass or body, largest part



BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON FOUR TEST

10.

11.
12.

13.

In T Timothy 2:5 we see the manifestation of God as our

The purpose of the was to provide the sacrifice necessary to
save us from our sins.

This particular manifestation of God is called

God was _ Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.

Was Christ our mediator by His prayers, or by His death?

What God could not do by His Spirit

Jesus Christ is called the only Son.

Ihe Son did not exist with the Father in eternity, except

Who was the son of God mentioned in Daniel 3:25? (Remember that the translators
are the ones who capitalize words, not the Holy Spirit).

Christians have made it very difficult to convert Jews by introducing them to

Abraham was the first

God called him out of amulti-god society to raise up of his seed a

John the Baptist introduced Jesus as

14-15. AGive two reasons why Jesus prayed.

16.
17.

18.

19.

20.

Who could God have been speaking to when He said, "Let us make man..."?

Who was present with God in creation?

Correct this verse: (their and they would have to be used if two persons are meant)

So God created man in their-own -image, in the image of God
Created they him. Gen. 1:27

The bulk of Biblical scriptures declare

What was of special interest to you in this lesson?

(NAME AND ADDRESS)



BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON FIVE

GODHEAD SYMBOLISM

A symbol is something that stands for another thing. For instance, the dove
is a symbol of peace. The word "symbolism" means the use of symbols to stand for
things.

The Bible is rich in symbolism, especially (but not limited to) the prophetic
books. When men try to take literally (the actual words in their ordinary meaning)
that which is symbolic, they greatly hinder their understanding of God's Word.

For instance, look at this description of God by David:

"He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt
thou trust..." Psalms 91:4

What about this description of Jesus Christ by John:

"And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son
of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about
the paps with a golden girdle.

"His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and
his eyes were as a flame of fire;

And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace;
and his voice as the sound of many waters.

And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went
a sharp two-edged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth
in his strength." Revelation 1:13-16

Can we accept these descriptions of God as being literal, or are they sym-

bolic? All Bible scholars agree that they are symbolic! Let us now explore
symbolism further, as it is used connected with the Godhead.

THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD

"...at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore." Psalms 16:11

"Thy right hand, O LORD, is become glorious in power: thy right
hand, O LORD, hath dashed in pieces the enemy. Exodus 15:6

"Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world." Matthew 25:34

"The right hand of the LORD is exalted:..." Psalms 118:16
"...thy right hand shall save me." Psalms 138:7
The Bible contains dozens of such scriptures, but the above is enough to show
the student that the term "right hand" as used throughout the Bible symbolizes
a place of power, victory, glory and honor. Now let us consider the following

scriptures that our trinitarian friends like to quote as being proof that the Father
and the Son are two separate persons:
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"So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received
up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God." Mark 16:19

"Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God;
angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto
him." I Peter 3:22

"...Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing
on the right hand of God." Acts 7:56

If the student of the Bible was not familiar with Bible symbolism, it would
appear that the above scriptures picture one person of the Godhead sitting beside
the other. However, you have seen' that the term "right hand" symbolizes a place
of power, authority, victory, etc. The above scriptures do not depict one PERSON
sitting beside another. They DO show the exaltation of the OFFICE of the SONSHIP of
God.

Take note of the words "the Son of MAN" in the last scripture above. It is
the MAN Christ Jesus that has been exalted. Now let us consider some more scrip-
tures:

"But this MAN, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for
ever, sat down on the right hand of God;

From henceforth expecting (waiting) till his enemies be made
his footstool.

For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified." Hebrews 10:12-14

As we have studied in some detail, the purpose for the office of the Son of
God was our redemption--forgiveness of -our sins, and deliverance from the power of
sin. The office of God's Sonship will remain exalted until the last sinner has
been saved by the blood of "the Lamb."

"And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the
Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under
him, that God may be all in all.™ I Corinthians 15:28

This scripture simply tells us that the office of the Sonship shall be done
away with when God's church is complete, and Satan and death have been conquered
forevermore: There will no longer be any need for the power of the blood.

We will have-a new body, and will dwell in the presence of Jesus Christ forever'
Do not be confused. Jesus Christ is JEHOVAH GOD manifested in the flesh. The
above scripture does not depict a time when JESUS will Tose His exalted place
in the church. It is the MAN, the Son of God, God's fleshly manifestation that
will no Tonger have an exalted place in the heavens.

Now let us look at another scripture:

"If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God." Colossians 3:1

What about the words Paul used "If ye then be risen with Christ...?" Are
they to be taken 1iterally. Were we literally present, sharing the same tomb
with Jesus Christ when he rose from the dead? Did we physically rise from the
dead on that great day? Or is Paul using symbolic language to illustrate some-
thing of a spiritual nature that took place when we gave our life to Jesus Christ.
The latter, of course, is true.

If the first part of this verse is symbolic, then why not the second part?
The whole problem that many people have is not understanding what IS symbolic,
and what is NOT symbolic.
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Now let us look at some more scriptures that deal with this subject:

"Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto
you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the RIGHT
HAND OF POWER, and coming in the clouds of heaven." Matthew 26:64

"And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting
on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven."
Mark 14:62

"Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the right hand of the
power of God." Luke 22:69

We have been dealing with the subject of "the right hand of God." Let us
go from "the hand" to "the finger":

"But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt
the kingdom of God is come upon you." Luke 11:20

The student should not have any difficulty realizing that the term "finger
of God" is symbolic in this verse! One person of the Godhead did not reach up
to heaven and pull off the finger of another person of the Godhead. In fact,
the Father (who is a Spirit--John 4:24) does not have a physical body.

JOHN'S VISION OF REDEMPTION

The book of Revelation is a highly symbolic book, but a beautiful one if
we clearly understand that Tlittle of it is to be taken literally. It is filled
with many beautiful truths that the Holy Spirit would like us to understand.
Chapter 5 contains a visionwhich John had of redemption.

"And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a
book written within and on the backside, sealed with seven
seals.

And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who
is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof?

And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth,
was able to open the book, neither to look thereon.

And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and
to read the book, neither to look thereon.

And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed
to open the book, and to Loose the seven seals thereof.

And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the
four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as
it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which
are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.

And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that
sat upon the throne." Revelation 5:1-7

We are able to see that the above verses are filled with symbolism, and not
to be taken Titerally. What do we see in these verses?

1) God looked for an intercessor, a mediator, and found none. Isaiah
59:16 Nobody to pay the price of redemption. Therefore his own
arm (the manifestation of the Son of God or Lamb of God) brought
redemption.
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2) We cannot know for sure what the book was, but it was connected
with our redemption, because when the Lamb took the book, the
four and twenty elders (which represents both the 01d Testament
church and the New Testament church) fell down before the Lamb,
and worshipped Him, singing a NEW song:

“...Thou art worthy to take the book,. and to open the
seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed
-us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue,
and people, and nation;

And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we
shall reign on the earth." Revelation 5:8-10

Once again, we see that this was not a vision of two separate persons, but
a vision of the importance of the OFFICE of the SONSHIP in our redemption.

John had another vision of a throne in heaven:

"And immediately I was in the spirit; and, behold, a throne was
set in heaven, and ONE sat on the throne." Revelation 4:2

* k k k Kk *k k *

VOCABULARY :

depict s e e e e e e e to picture in words, describe
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BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON FIVE TEST

10.
11.

12.

13.
15.
16.

17.
18.

19.
20.

What is a symbol?
What does the word symbolism mean?

When men try to take that which is __ they greatly hinder
their understanding of God's Word.

Does God have feathers, or is Psalms 91:4 symbolic?

Do you think Jesus has a two-edge sword sticking out of His mouth, or do you
believe John's description of Him in Revelation 1:13-16 is symbolic?

What is the meaning of the term "right hand?"

The office of the Sonship of God will be done away with when:

Jesus will never lose His exalted position

It is the that will no longer have an
exalted place in the heavens, the office, not the person:

The problem many people have in comprehending the Bible is not understanding
what is and what is not

- Did-Jesus reach up to heaven and grab the Father's finger so that he could

cast out devils with it?

The book of Revelation is a highly book.

The vision which John had in Chapter 5 is a vision of

Who was worthy to open the book?
Who do the twenty-four elders represent?

What did they do when the Lamb took the book?

Because the price for their redemption had just been paid, they sang a song.
"...thou was slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy out of every
and and and "

John saw how many persons on the throne in his vision (Revelation 4:2)?

What was of special interest to you in this lesson?

(NAME AND ADDRESS)



BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON SIX

REPENTANCE

We learned in Lesson One that the principles of the doctrine of Jesus
Christ are: (Hebrews 6:1, 2)

faith toward God
repentance from dead works
water baptism

Spirit baptism

laying on of hands
resurrection of the dead
eternal judgment

N0 S WY —
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The subject of our Tast four lessons has been God Himself. Now we are
ready to go into a thorough study of how MAN can have a right relationship with
GOD.

GOD'S HATRED OF SIN

"These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomina-
tion unto him:

A proud loock, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent
blood,

An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift
in running to mischief.

A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord
among brethren." Proverbs 6:16~19

"The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and
the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate." Proverbs 8:13

The simple reason why God hates sin so much is because of His very nature:
"...Ye shall be holy: for I the LORD your God am holy." Leviticus 19:2
...God is light, and in him is no darkness at all."™ I John 1:5

God even has special angels that proclaim His holiness (the seraphims), and
when man somehow catches a glimpse of the holiness of God, he realizes his own
sinfulness. (Isaiah 6:1-5)

Because of God's nature, he cannot fellowship where there is sin in the
heart. He will not even hear the prayers of those in this condition--except prayers
of repentance.

"Behold the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save;
neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:

But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and
your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear."
Isaiah 59:1, 2

"If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:"
Psalms 66:18
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Adam and Eve had beautiful fellowship with God in the garden of Eden. God
in angelic form would come walking through the garden in the cool of the day.
Genesis 3:8 But their sins destroyed this beautiful fellowship and filled their
heart with fear.

God had promised Adam and Eve that the very day they ate of the forbidden
fruit, they would die. Genesis 2:17 In fact, death did begin to work in their
body from that day (they began to grow older). But in God's mercy, God killed
two animals instead of Adam and Eve, and made coats of skins out of them to
clothe them. It was at this time that He established the substitute sacrifice
system. When a man sinned, he was to show his sorrow for his sin by offering
unto God an animal sacrifice. Since the "wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:23)
the man himself deserved to die, but through the sacrifice system, the sacrificed
animal took the place of the man. The animal's blood is shed, instead of the
blood of the man.

The one who offered such sacrifices knew that there was no remission of sins
in the blood of the animal. He knew that some day his Messiah would come and
offer the TRUE and ACCEPTABLE sacrifice. His faith was not in the blood of the
animal, but in the blood of the ONE who would come some day and die for his sins.
That is why Paul wrote to us about Abel, the son of Adam:

"BY FAITH Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than
Cain..." Hebrews 11:4

Thus, repentance in 01d Testament times involved a sorrow for sin, and an
acknowledgement of that sin by the offering of the proper sacrifice. True
repentance also involved a TURNING AWAY FROM THAT SIN:

"He that COVERETH his sins shall not prosper: but whoso CONFESSETH
and FORSAKETH them shall have mercy." Proverbs 28:13

These were the words of Solomon, David's son. Perhaps that was one Tlesson
that he had learned from his father who had sought to cover up his sin with Bath-
sheba by having Bathsheba's husband killed (after Bathsheba came to David with
the news that she was pregnant).

As David knew, there are two ways to cover your sins. One way, is to try
to hide them from God and others. That does not work' The other way is to truly
confess them to God, and let them be covered by the blood of Jesus Christ!

"Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.

When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring (groaning)
all the day long.

For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisure is turned
into the drought of summer. Selah.

I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou for-
gavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah." Psalms 32:1, 3-5

TRUE REPENTANCE PREPARES THE HEART FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT!

The ministry of John the Baptist was to "prepare theway of the LORD." The
Holy Spirit cannot abide in a heart filled with sin, but John preached repentance
to the throngs’ of people who came to hear him. Matthew 3
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Isaiah's description of the ministry of the John the Baptist: clearly defines
to us the effectiveness of repentance in preparing our heart for the presence of
God:

"The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the
way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our
God.

Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall
be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the
rough places plain:

And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed..." Isaiah 40:3-5

Isaiah pictures the path between God and man as being difficult and rough.
Sin makes it impossible for God to come to man. But repentance "makes straight
a highway for our God."

REPENTANCE - THE FIRST WORKS

When John the Baptist began his ministry, notice the first word that came
from his Tlips:

"In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness
of Judaea,

And saying, REPENT YE: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."
Matthew 3:1, 2

When Jesus began His ministry, it is the same:

"From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, REPENT: for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand." Matthew 4:17

On the day of Pentecost, the birthday of the church, when a crowd of people
questioned the apostles as to what they must do to be saved, Peter gave this answer:

"...REPENT, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift
of the Holy Ghost." Acts 2:38

A man who comes to Jesus Christ must FIRST repent. His experience with the
Lord is dependent upon how thorough his repentance is. The command to repent is
a command not only to be sorry for past sins. It is a command to turn away from
ALL sin and begin to do the will of God. A truly repented man will, like his Lord,
hate all sin!

"Ye that love the LORD, hate evil..." Psalms 97:10

* Kk Kk * Kk k Kk * k * *

VOCABULARY :
abomination e e e e e e e anything hateful and disgusting
arrogancy e e e e e e e the condition of feeling too
important
froward . e e not easily controlled, stubborn
in having one!s own way
defines e e e e e e e describes the extent and nature

of



BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON SIX TEST

1-7.

10.
11.

List seven things that God hates:

The simple reason why God hates sin so much is because God is

When man understands the of God, he realizes his own

destroyed Adam and Eve's beautiful relationship with God.

True repentance involves

12-13. What are the two ways in which men may seek to cover their sins?

14.
15.
16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

True repentance prepares the heart for

Repentance makes straight

The first word that came from the 1ips of John the Baptist,when he began his
ministry is .

The first word that came from the lips of Jesus, when He began His ministry

is

A man's experience with the Lord is dependent upon:

A truly repented man will, like his Lord,

What did you find of interest in this lesson?

(NAME" AND ADDRESS)



BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON SEVEN

WATER BAPTISM

As we have seen in previous lessons, water baptism is one of the principle
doctrines of Jesus Christ--a part of the very foundation upon which we must
build our relationship with Him. As we draw closer and closer to the end time,
men seek to make water baptism an act of little importance, but we shall see
in this lesson that it is a necessary part of our salvation.

I.

WATER BAPTISM IS ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION

Jesus:

"...Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of WATER
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God."
John 3:5

"He that believeth AND IS BAPTIZED shall be saved..." Mark 16:16

Jesus Christ Himself left us a beautiful example by being baptized.

Matthew 3:13-17.

IT.

I11.

Peter:
In obedience to the Lords instructions (Luke 24:45-47)--
"...Repent, and be baptized EVERY ONE OF YOU in the name of Jesus

Christ FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS, and ye shall receive the gift
of the Holy Ghost." Acts 2:38

Peter uses the flood of Noah's time for an example of salvation:

"Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of
God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a-preparing,
wherein few, that is, eight souls were SAVED BY WATER.

THE LIXKE FIGURE WHEREUNTOQ EVEN BAPTISM DOTH ALSO NOW SAVE US (not

the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a

good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:"
I Peter 3:20, 21

Paul:
Ananias' instructions to him--(Acts 22:16)

And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and WASH AWAY
THY SINS, calling on the name of the Lord."

Therefore, we can plainly see that it is through repentance and water baptism
that our sins are washed away, or remitted.

WATER BAPTISM MUST BE BY TMMERSION

The word "baptize" comes from the Greek word "baptizo" which means to
dip under, or immerse.

There are absolutely no scriptures in the Bible to support the method of
sprinkling.

- 23 -



3. John the Baptist practiced baptism by immersion. John 3:23

4. Jesus Christ was baptized by 1pmersion. Matthew 3:13-16

5. The apostles also baptized by immersion. Romans 6:3,4, Colossians 2:12
6. History records that immersion was the Biblical and apostolic method:

SCHAFF-HERZOG RELIGIOUS ENCYCLOPEDIA: Baptism was always a burial. The
command to baptize was a command to immerse. Volume 1, page 451

CATHOLIC BIBLICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA: Immersion was the oldest method employed.
"Buried with him in baptism." Romans 6:4, page 61, paragraph 2

ENCYCLOPEDIA DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE: It is evident that the action per-
formed in baptizing was immersion. page 202

WORD BOOK OF ENCYCLOPEDIA: The early church practiced immersion or submer-
ging under the water. Volume 2, page 70

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF LUTHERAN CHURCH: Martin Luther preferred immersion as
more true to the original practice. Volume 1, page 188

BAPTISM MUST BE IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

1. Jesus command to His disciples when He was in Galilee, several days before
His ascension into heaven:

"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them
in the NAME (singular) of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost:" Matthew 28:19

a. Notice that Jesus Christ DID NOT tell His disciples, "When you baptize
people, repeat these words: I now therefore baptize you in the name of the
Father, etc."

b. He DID tell them that when they baptized people, they must baptize
them in the NAME (not names, therefore ONE NAME) of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

¢. Jesus said, “I come in my Father's name." John 5:43 The name "Jesis"
actually means 'Jehovah-Saviour."

d. Jesus promised that the Holy Ghost would be sent in His name. John
14:26

e. Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are titles, not names. A man may be a
father, son, and husband, but when he signs the check he must write “John
Doe" or whatever his name is, or the check is no good!

2. Note the LAST command of Jesus, AFTER He had opened their understanding:

"Then opened he their understanding, that they might under-
stand the scriptures,

And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:

And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached

IN HIS NAME among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
Luke 24:45-47
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Thus, Peter on the day of Pentecost, being in Jerusalem, obeyed the command
of His Lord by exhorting the people:

"Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." Acts 2:38

3. This became the apostolic pattern. None of the apostles ever baptized
people using the words "Father, Son and Holy Ghost." All of them baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ. In fact, the "name of Jesus" was their primary
theme as they reached out to the multitudes of unbelievers. Acts 4:12

1) Philip baptized his converts in the name of Jesus. Acts 8:16
2) Peter baptized his converts in the name of Jesus. Acts 10:48

3) Paul baptized in the name of Jesus. Acts 19:5; Romans 6:3, 4;
I Corinthians 1:12, 13; Galatians 3:27, Colossians 2:12, 3:17

HISTORICAL REFERENCES

BRITTANICA ENCYCLOPEDIA, 11th Edition: Baptism was changed from the name of Jesus
to Father, Son and Holy Ghost in the second century. Volume 3, page 365

CANNEY ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RELIGION: The early church baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus until the second century. page 53

HASTINGS ENCYCLOPEDIA OF RELIGION: Christian baptism was administered using the
words "in the name of Jesus." page 377 "Baptism was always in the name of Jesus
.until the time of Justin Martyr." page 389

SCHAFF-HERZOG RELIGIOUS ENCYCLOPEDIA: The New Testament knows only the baptism in
the name of Jesus. Volume 1, page 435

HASTINGS DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE: It must be acknowledged that the three-fold name
of Matthew 28:19 does not appear to have been used by the primitive church, but
_rather in the name of Jesus, Jesus Christ, or Lord Jesus. page 88

WHICH WILL YOU CHOOSE, TRADITION OR TRUTH?

 k k k k k *x Kk * Kk

VOCABULARY :
primitive e e e e e e of, or existing in the earliest times,
the original
ascension . e « « « . . the act of moving upward, rising
essential «+ « +« « « . . necessary



BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON SEVEN TEST

10.

11.

12.

13.

15.
16.

17.
18.
19.

20.

Water baptism is to salvation.

To enter into the kingdom of God, a man must be born of the and the
Spirit. T

He that believeth and is shall be saved.

In I Peter 3:21, Peter says, "...baptism doth also now us...

What instructions did Ananias give to Paul:

What is the meaning of the word "baptize?"

How many scriptures do we find in the Bible that support the method of sprinkling?

What method did John the Baptist use?
How was Jesus baptized?

How do you know that the apostles baptized by immersion. (Read Romans 6:3, 4)
History also records that immersion:

Did Jesus Christ tell his disciples that when they baptized people they should
repeat the words "Father, Son, and Holy Ghost" as a part of the baptismal
formula?

Are Father, Son, and Holy Ghost names, or titles?

If a check was made out in your name for the sum of ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS, and
you signed it SON or FATHER or HUSBAND, would the bank cash it for you? Why?

The name "Jesus" actually means:

After Jesus opened their understanding he gave them the command that repentance
and remission of sins should be preached in name among all
nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

Did Peter obey this command on the day of Pentecost?
What was the primary theme of the apostles as they reached out to the multitudes?

There are not any scriptures in the Bible where people were baptized with the
words "Father, Son and Holy Ghost" spoken over them. (True or False)

What was of special interest to you in this lesson?

(NAME AND ADDRESS)



BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON EIGHT

LAYING ON OF HANDS

"And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and
there went out a fame of him through all the region round about.

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me
to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recov-
ering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are
bruised," Luke 4:14, 18

"Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with
divers diseases brought them unto him; and he laid his hands on
every one of them, and healed them.

And devils also came out of many, crying out, and saying, Thou
art Christ the Son of God..." Luke 4:40, 41

The student will remember by now that the "laying on of hands" is listed
as one of the seven principles of the doctrine of Christ, so it is worthy of our
careful study. (The baptism of the Holy Ghost is covered thoroughly in Church
History, so it is not included in this Bible Doctrine course).

There are several examples of the use of "laying on of hands" in the New
Testament:

1) Healing the sick.
2) Helping people to receive the Holy Ghost.

3) Ordination, or a sending forth of people to perform a ministry
to which they have been called.

By the above scriptures, we see that the "laying on of hands" involves far
more than a physical act. A person who has a ministry of "laying on of hands"
has a special anointing from God. This is clearly seen by the example of Jesus
Christ.

[t was not until Jesus had fasted and prayed for forty days that we read of
that special anointing being upon Him. Those men who are used greatly of God in
praying for the sick, casting out demons, and ministering the Holy Ghost are men
of MUCH prayer and fasting. They are also men of much faith.

The anointing that was upon Jesus enabled Him to:

preach the gospel (with anointing)
heal the brokenhearted (bring emotional healing to people)

w Ny —

S

)

)

) preach deliverance to the captives {a message of victory over sin)
) recover the sight of'the blind (bring physical healing to people)

)

(851

set at liberty them that are bruised (cast out devils)
In the above scriptures, we see that when people were brought to Jesus Christ,

He Taid His hands upon them and everyone of them were healed. He also cast out
demons. But this ministry was not to be limited to Himself:
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"Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them POWER
AND AUTHORITY over ALL devils, and to cure diseases.

And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick.

And they departed, and went through the towns, preaching the gospel,
and healing every where." Hebrews 9:1, 2, 6

By the above scriptures we see that Jesus Christ gave both POWER AND AUTHOR-
ITY to his twelve disciples to heal the sick and cast out devils. Later, he also
conveyed this same power and authority to seventy other disciples that He sent
"two by two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would
come." Luke 10:1, 8, 9, 17

But the "Taying on of hands" was not to be limited to a special few, as we
will see in the following scriptures:

"He that BELIEVETH and is baptized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned.

And these signs shall follow THEM THAT BELIEVE; In my name
shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;

They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly
thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the
sick, and they shall recover. Mark 16:16-18

According to the above verses, everyone that is a true believer has a scrip-
tural right to Tlay hands on the sick, and also cast out devils. However, it is
the writer's experience that the results will stil] depend upon the anointing that
is upon the person who is doing the laying on of hands, and the faith of those who
are being ministered to.

That there are those who are especially anointed to help people receive the
Holy Ghost seems also very possible when we study the events of the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit in Samaria. Acts 8:1-24

Philip was a man of great faith who had an anointed ministry to preach the
gospel, heal the sick, and cast out devils. Acts 8:5-7 He baptized many believers
in the name of Jesus Christ, but NONE received the Holy Ghost. Peter and John were
then sent by the apostles which were at Jerusalem.

“Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy
Ghost." Acts 8:17

This special anointing was also present in the ministry of the apostle Paul:

"And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came
on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied." Acts 19:6

This does not mean that one must be an apostle to have this anointing. Paul
himself received both physical healing and the baptism of the Holy Ghost when
Ananias entered into his house and laying both hands on him, prayed for him. Acts
9:17, 18 Ananias was not an apostle. There is no mention of him anywhere else 1in
the scriptures. Evidently he was a good, spiritual man that the Lord was able to
speak to through a vision and give him the one great commission of his 1ife.

We are not to understand that people cannot receive anything from God unless

an "anointed man" lays his hands upon them. Jesus Christ declared that our faith
should be in God (Mark 11:22), and not in men and methods. Jesus often healed the

- 27 -




sick WITHOUT laying his hands upon them. For example:

1) Jesus did not touch the paralyzed man (Matthew 9:1-6), he merely commanded
him to take up his bed and walk.

2) To the man who had a withered hand, Jesus commanded, "Stretch forth thine
hand," and the man was healed. Matthew 12:10-13

3) Jesus just "spoke the word" and the centurion's servant was healed, though
he was not even present. Luke 7:1-10

4) To blind Bartimaeus, Jesus simply said, "Go thy way; thy faith hath made
thee whole." He did not even touch him. Mark 10:46-52

Nevertheless, the normal practice of the apostolic church was:

"Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the chuxch;
and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of
the Lord:

And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall
raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be for-
given him." James 5:14, 15

"Let them pray over him" suggests the "laying on of hands," and this would also
be in keeping with Mark 16:18: "...they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall
recover."

Let us also understand that "laying on of hands" is not REQUIRED in order to
receive the Holy Ghost. On the day of Pentecost, there wasno laying on of hands.
The approximately 120 were in one mind and one accord, praising and blessing the
Lord when the Holy Ghost fell upon them. Acts 2:1-4

Also, Cornelius and his household received the Holy Ghost without the "laying
on of hands."

"While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost FELL on all them
which heard the word." Acts 10:44

LAYING ON OF HANDS FOR ORDINATION

"As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said,
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have
called them.

And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on
them, they sent them away." Acts 13:2, 3

If the "laying on of hands' did not involve some spiritual impartation, the fast-
ing and pray that took place preceding it would not have been necessary. The word
"ordained" means "chosen, selected, or appointed." The Holy Ghost first makes the
selection, and then the church confirms this by the "laying on of hands."

This is also seen in Paul's exhortation to Timothy:
"Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by

prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the prebytery (elders)."
I Timothy 4:14
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Once again we see the Holy Ghost working together with the church (the
body of Christ) in choosing a young man for the service of God.

VOCABULARY :

» conveyed

impartation

* * k% % % *x % * %
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here it means: transferred

the act of giving or sharing
something



BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON EIGHT TEST

1-3.

4.
5.

6.

12.

13.

14.

1t

16.

17.

18.
19.

20.

The three examples of the use of "laying on of hands" in the New Testament are:

"Laying on of hands"' involves more than just a

A person who has a ministry of "laying on of hands" has a special
from God.

Jesus fasted and prayed for before we read of His special anointing.

1. The anointing that was upon Jesus enabled Him to:

Jesus Christ gave the apostles and to heal the sick and
cast out devils.

Every has a scriptural right to lay hands on the sick
and cast out devils.

Who laid his hands upon Paul that he might be healed and receive the Holy Ghost?
Our faith is to be in , not in men and methods.

Jesus (tick one) did not always always lay/Taid His hands upon
people when He healed them.

Nevertheless, the normal practice of the church was:

Laying on of hands for people to receive the Holy Ghost.

The Holy Ghost first chooses people for a ministry, and then the church confirms
this calling by .

What was of special interest to you in this Tesson?

(NAME AND ADDRESS)



BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON NINE

THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD

This subject was listed by the Apostle Paul as one of the six principles of

the doctrine of Jesus Christ--a part of the very foundation of the church of
Jesus Christ. Hebrews 6:2

A PART OF THE JEWISH FAITH

[t is evident by many scriptures in the 01d Testament that the Jews in 01d

Testament days had a strong belief in a future resurrection. (The Saducees of
Jesus' day did NOT believe in the resurrection).

Paul tells of the faith of Abraham and his seed, and says of them:

"These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but
having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and
embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pil-
grims on the earth.

For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek
a country. "

And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence
they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned.

But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly:
wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath
prepared for them a city." Hebrews 11:13-16

Job endured trials such as few men could endure and keep their walk with God:

He Tost his wealth. dJob 1:13-17

He lost his health. Job 2:7, 8

He lost his children. Job 1:18

His wife told him to curse God and die. Job 2:9

His friends accused him wrongly. Job 2:11-13. (Much of the book of
Job is long discourses by his friends, telling him that it was
because of his sins that he had suffered so many bad things).

O W N -

What kept Job faithful to His God? His main source of strength was no doubt

his belief in a future resurrection:

died.
the i

that:

"For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at
the latter day upon the earth:

And though after my skin worms destroy this body, vet in my flesh
I shall see God:

Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not
another..." Job 19:25-27

David fasted for seven days for his child to spared from death. Yet the child
Nevertheless, David looked forward to the day that he would be reunited with
nfant:

"I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me." 2 Samuel 12:23

This was not just a confession that all men will die. David's faith went beyond
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"As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be
satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness." Psalms 17:15

Other 01d Testament Scriptures that speak of a future resurrection are:

Isajah 26:19
Psalms 16:9, 10
Psalms 49:15
Daniel 12:2

JESUS TAUGHT A FUTURE RESURRECTION

The Saducees, a Jewish religious group who denied all things that were super-
natural, came to Jesus with what they thought was proof that there could be no resur-
rection. Under the Jewish law, if a man dies, having left no seed (no children),
the next brother can marry his wife and raise up seed unto his brother. (Deuteronomy
25:5 The Saducees came up with what they considered a hard problem for Jesus:

"...Master, Moses said, If a man die, having no chilldren, his
brother shall marry his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother.

Now there were with us seven brethren: and the first, when he had
married a wife, deceased, and having no issue, left his wife unto
his brother:

Likewise the second alsco, and the third, unto the seventh.
And last of all the woman died also.

Therefore in the resurrection whose wife shall she be of the seven?
for they all had her.

Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scrip-
tures, nor the power of God.

For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage,
but are as the angels of God in heaven." Matthew 22:24-30

The Saducees had wrongly assumed that those who believed in a resurrection also

believed that in the future life we would function as we do now--husband and wife, etc.

Jesus rebuked them for their unbelief and lack of knowledge of the Scriptures. He
then went on to teach them further: :

"But as touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye not read that

which was spoken unto you by God, saying,

I am the God of BAbraham, and the God of Is&@ac, and the God of Jacob?

God is not the God of the dead, but of the living." Matthew 22:31, 32
Other scriptures where Jesus taught concerning the resurrection:

John 5:28, 29

Luke, Chapter 11
As we have seen in Hebrews 6:2. the resurrection of the dead was one of the
principle doctrines of the early church. The hope that Paul had of a future resur-
rection was of great comfort to him:

"If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men
most miserable." I Corinthians 15:19
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Paul wrote the entire 15th Chapter of I Corinthians to prove that there was
a future resurrection. In the first nine verses, he showed how certain was the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Then he went on from there to show that if Jesus
Christ was raised from the dead, then we, too, shall some day rise from the dead.

Other writings of the Apostle Paul concerning the resurrection of the dead:

I Thessalonians 4:13-18
Philippians 3:21
John also wrote of the resurrection of the dead:

I Jdohn 3:2
Revelation 20:11-15

The child of God need not fear death. Like the Apostle Paul, we can say:

"For me to live is Christ, and to die is GAIN." Philippians 1:21

* Kk k% Kk *k Kk % * *

VOCABULARY :
resurrection e e e e e e e e e . a rising from the dead, or coming
back to life
deceased e e e e e e e e e died
issue e e e e e e e e e offspring
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BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON NINE TEST

10.
11.

12.

13.

i4.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

The Jews in 01d Testament days had a strong belief in a future

What kept Job faithful to God?

What statement did he make that shows he believed in a future resurrection

What did David say concerning the reuniting of himself with his child?

David also said, "I shall be satisfied

Give four other scriptures from the 01d Testament that speak of a future
resurrection:

The were a Jewish religious group who did not believe in the
resurrection.

What is the law stated in Deuteronomy 25:5 (Use your Bible).

What question did the Saducees ask Jesus, in relation to this law?

Jesus answered,"Ye do err, not knowing:

“In the resurrection they neither - nor are given in , but
are as the ’

Jesus also quoted an 01d Testament scripture to prove the resurrection:
"I the God of Abraham..Isaac...Jacob"

God is not the God of the dead, but:

Give two other scriptures where Jesus taught concerning the resurrection.

The resurrection of the dead was one of the doctrines of the
early church.

Paul said, "If in this Tife only we have hope in Christ,

Paul showed in I Corinthians, Chapter 15, how that if Christ was raised from
the dead

Give two other scriptures written by the Apostle Paul concerning the resurrection.
The child of God need not fear death. Like the Apostle Paul, he can say:

What was of special interest to you in this lesson?

(NAME AND ADDRESS)



BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON TEN

ETERNAL JUDGMENT

Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let
us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of
repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God,

Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of
resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment." Hebrews 6:1, 2

As we can see, our subject matter for this final Tesson in Bible Doctrine, is
one of the principle doctrines of Jesus Christ--eternal judgment. The word
"judgment" as found in this scripture, and most other New Testament scriptures,
is translated from the Greek word "krisis," and its literal meaning is "a deci-
sion, for or against." The above scripture does not necessarily refer to a fu-
ture time of judgment for nations, believers, and sinners. In fact, this writer
believes that Paul is referring to an immediate judgment that takes place upon
the death of the individual.

"And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the
judgment..." Hebrews 9:27

The Greek word "meta" which was translated "after" in the above verse is
normally used to denote "a short time" or even "accompanying." This adds strength

to the writer's belief that Paul is not referring to a future "white throne judg-
ment."

DEATH COMES TO ALL
Each of us have an appointment with death. Man's days on earth are short:

"...For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth
for a little time, and then vanisheth away." James 4:14

Unless the second coming of Jesus Christ interrupts (when all of the living
saints will be caught up to be with the Lord, as well as the dead in Christ), we
must all keep the appointed hour of death. But after that, what?

1. The body returns to the gfound:

"For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; even one
thing befalleth them: as the one dieth, so dieth the other; yea,
they have all one breath; so that a man hath no preeminence above a
beast: for all is wvanity.

All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust
again." Ecclesiastes 3:19, 20

Solomon is speaking strictly of the body in these two verses. All share
the common grave .of the earth. Next he.speaks of the spirit:

"Who knoweth the spirit of man THAT GOETH UPWARD, and the spirit
of the beast THAT GOETH DOWNWARD to the earth?" Verse 21

"Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit
shall return unto God who gave it." Ecclesiastes 12:7
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According to the last verse of scripture, the earth reclaims the body,
and God reclaims the spirit. For what reason does the spirit return to God?
For judgment and disposition. There is an immediate judgment, because God
must decide where to send the soul-spirit. (In all reality, this was really
decided by the individual by the way he or she -Tived their 1ife on earth).

THE REALITY OF HELL

The word "hell" comes to us from several different Hebrew and Greek words.
‘In the 01d Testament, there was no difference made between the place of torment
and the place of rest. “Sheol," which was translated "hell" was the world of
the dead, including its accessories and inmates. Only by the scripture content,
can the reader know which is meant. For example:

1. David said, "...if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there."
Psalms 13g¢*8 He was not referring to a place of torment. He was referring
to the heart of the earth.

2. David said, "For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt
thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.” Psalm 16:10 This was a
prophecy of Jesus Christ. Once gain, the place of departed spirits is the
subject matter, and not a place of torment.

3. Isaiah asks the searching question, "Who among us shall dwell with
the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings?"
Surely here he was referring to the place of torment. Isaiah 33:14

4. Although the term "hell" can be either the grave or the place of :
torment, it seems that the term "lowest hell" was used at times when refer-
ring to the latter.

"For a fire is kindled in mine anger, and shall burn unto
the lowest hell, and shall consume the earth with her increase,
and set on fire the foundations of the mountains."

Deuteronomy 32:22

"For great is thy mercy toward me: and thou hast delivered my
soul from the lowest hell." Psalm 86:13

5. Other scriptures where "hell" (sheol) evidently refers to the place
of torment are: Isaiah 5:14 Isaiah 14:15 Psalm 9:17 ]

In the New Testament, there are two Greek words that were translated "hell."
"Hades" is sTmilar to "Sheol" in that it is a general term used for both the grave,
and the place of torment. ‘“Gehenna" was a term that Jesus used eleven times when
speaking about the place of eternal torment. There was a valley to the west and
southwest of Jerusalem that was used for a place of dumping and burning refuse that
had this name. Below are a few of these scriptures:

"And if thy hand offend thee, cut if off: it is better for
thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to
go into hell, into the fire that never shall be, quenched:

Where their worm (soul) dieth not, and the fire is not
quenched.

"And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for
thee to enter halt into life, than having two feet to be
cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched:

Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. "
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And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: for it is better
for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, than
having two eyes to be cast into hell fire:

Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. "
Mark 9:43-48

"Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart
from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the
devil and his angels:

And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the
righteous into life eternal." Matthew 25:41, 46
What do we learn about hell, the place of torment, from the preceding verses?

1. The soul shall never die.
The fire shall never be quenched.

It is better to give up things that are dear to us (that hinder our
walk with God) than to allow these things to send us to hell.

4. Hell is a place of "everlasting punishment."
THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS

) Let the student read from his Bible Luke 16:19-26 and take note of the follow-
ing:

1. This is not a parable. Jesus never used names when he told a
parable. He said, "There WAS a certain rich man..." Verse 19

2. The beggar died, and seemingly had no proper burial. His soul
was carried to the place of rest. The Jews called this place
“Abraham's bosom." Jesus called it "paradise." Luke 23:43

3. The rich man died and had a proper burial. Verse 22

In hell, he 1ift up his eyes, being in TORMENTS. A part of that
torment would be to see Lazarus in a place of rest. Verse 23

5. He cried out for mercy, that Lazarus would come and dip the tip
of his finger in water, and put it on his tongue, "...for I am
tormented in this flame." Verse 24 :

6. The rich man had a memory, and Abraham reminded him that he had
been given proper opportunities. Verse 25

7. Abraham told him that there was "...a great gulf fixed: so that
they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they
pass to us, that would come from thence." Verse 26

THE FUTURE FOR THE TRUE BELIEVER

"...Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be
like his!™ Numbers 23:10

"Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that
man is peace." Psalms 37:37
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Jesus told the thief on the cross, "...To-day shalt thou be with me
in paradise." When a person dies "in Christ," his body goes to the grave,
but his spirit-soul is dispatched to a place of rest to await the great
day of resurrection. As we have seen, the Jews have pictured this as
being in the bosom of Abraham, their spiritual father. Paul, on the other

hand, refers to those "...which sleep in Jesus..."

"But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, con-
cerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even
as others which have no hope.

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so
them also which SLEEP IN JESUS will God bring with him.

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we
which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord
shall not prevent them which are asleep.

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

Then we which are live.and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air: AND SO SHALL WE EVER BE WITH THE LORD.

Wherefore comfort one another with these words."
I Thessalonians $:13-18
A

The rich man died and went immediately to hell--to the place of tor-
ment. The thief that had been forgiven died and went immediately to para-
dise, the place of rest. Therefore, there is an immediate judgment that
takes place upon a person's death. (Remember that the meaning of the ori-
ginal Greek word "krisis" is: a decision, for or against).

If Daniel 7:9, 10, 2 Corinthidns 5:10, and Revelations 20:11-15 are
relating to us a future judgment (or as many believe, two future Jjudgments),
this does not take away from the fact that if a man dies saved, he IS saved.
If he dies Tost, he IS lost. He will not be taken out of a place of rest,
placed before a throne of judgment, and then thrown into hel]' Neither will
he be taken out of hell, placed before a throne of judgment, and admitted to
heaven.

Both John and Daniel had visions of a throne of judgment AND boeoks that
were opened, out of which the dead were judged. These books are the sixty-six
books of the Bible. Now is the time we must LIVE BY THE WORD--so that we can
DIE BY THE WORD. If our heart is right with God, we having nothing to fear.
As death approached the Apostle Paul, he wrote to Timothy, his son in the
gospel:

"...I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my
departure is at hand.

I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I
have kept the faith:

Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous-
ness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me
at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them

also that love his appearing." 2 Timothy 4:6-8

Jesus Christ promised his disciples:
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"In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not
so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you.

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also." John 14:2, 3

We may have many trials and afflictions down here, but we have the
understanding that "...our light affliction, which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding and ETERNAL weight of glory;"

: 2 Corinthians 4:17

"For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle
were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not
made with hands, ETERNAL in the heavens.

Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst
we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord:

(For we walk by faith, not by sight:)

We are confident, T say, and willing rather to be absent
from the body, and be present with the Lord."
2 Corinthians 5:1, 6-8

The hope of the Christian is the second coming of Jesus Christ, when
we shall be in his presence in our glorified body. And so shall we EVER
be with the Lord. I John 3:2, Philippians 3:20, 21

ETERNAL JUDGMENT means to those who have prepared themselves ETERNAL
BLISS, ETERNAL LIFE, AND ETERNALLY IN THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST.

* Kk k k %k k Kk k % %

VOCABULARY :

vapour - « « . . visible particles of moisture, floating in
the air

preeminence «+ + « . . to be outstanding in worth or rank

disposition - « . . . giving away, sending forth, or disposing
of something

accessories « « « . . that which is added to something; the access-
ories of hell, for example, would be the
fire

inmates « « « . . those who are imprisoned in a place
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BIBLE DOCTRINE LESSON TEN TEST

T. Our subject matter for this lesson is one of the

2. It is appointed unto men once to » and after this

3. Paul is not necessarily referring to a white throne judgment, but an
Jjudgment.

4. Our life is compared to:

5. How do our bodies share the same exberience as the beasts?

6. The earth reclaims the ; God reclaims the

7. The term seems to refer to the place of torment. (01d Testament)

8. What searching question did Isaiah ask?

9-12. Name the four things we Tearn about hell from the words of Jesus.

13. Name two additional things about hell that you Tearned from Jesus story of
Lazarus and the rich man.

14. Let me die and let my last end be like his!

15. When a person dies in Christ:

16. Was Paul afraid of death? Explain.

17.  Has Jesus promised a home for us?

18. Our light afflictions are but for a » and work for us a far more

19. Eternal judgment means to those who have prepared themselves:

20. What was of special interest to you in this lesson?

(NAME AND ADDRESS)





